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CONDITION    OF   CROPS 


WHEAT. 


The  October  returns,  showing  comparative  product,  did  not  materially 
change  the  aspects  of  the  wheat  crop  as  foreshadowed  in  our  previous  monthly 
reports  of  condition.  The  December  returns  of  yield  per  acre  confirm  and 
somewhat  enlarge  our  previous  estimates.  The  crop  of  1878  was,  beyond 
doubt,  the  largest  ever  raised  in  this  country.  On  the  Atlantic  slope,  above 
Delaware  Bay,  the  crop  was  full  average  in  quality  and  considerably  larger 
than  in  1877. 

In  the  States  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  and  of  t'  J  Ohio  River, 
Texas  alone  shows  an  increased  yield,  which  is  also  of  superior  quality.  In 
this  region,  compared  with  last  year,  there  is  a  net  loss  of  nearly  10,000,000 
bushels,  and  the  crop  is  generally  very  poor  in  quality,  especially  in  the  South- 
ern inland  States — Arkansas  reporting  but  a  third,  of  an  average  quality. 
Several  of  our  correspondents  in  this  region  intimate  that  wheat-growing  will, 
in  their  counties,  be  practically  abandoned.  This,  however,  is  a  conclusion 
which  the  future  will,  most  probably,  not  justify. 

North  of  the  Ohio  River  there  is  an  increase  of  about  20,000,000  bushels, 
in  spite  of  a  falling  off  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  caused  by  injuries  to  the 
spring  wheat.  The  quality  in  all  these  States  except  Wisconsin  is  superior, 
rising  to  26  per  cent,  above  average  in  Indiana. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  River  the  yield  has  increased  over  15,000,000  bushels, 
in  spite  of  the  heavy  losses  in  the  spring  wheat  of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Ne- 
braska. The  wheat  acreage  of  these  States  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  largely  overbalance  the  decreased  yield  per  acre,  which  has  fallen  oft'  in  ail 
these  States  except  Kansas.  This  State  has  not  only  doubled  her  average 
yield,  but  shows  a  very  superior  quality  of  grain;  the  other  States  report  a 
quality  below  average. 

On  the  Pacific  slope  there  has  been  an  increase  both  in  acreage  and  average 
yield,  resulting  in  a  crop  nearly  double  its  predecessor.  The  quality  of  the 
grain  here  is  also  very  greatly  above  average. 

This  year  has  been  especially  favorable  to  the  winter  wheat,  which  enjoyed. 
on  the  whole,  exceptionally  favorable  conditions  during  its  whole  season  of 
growth.  The  extreme  heat  of  summer  caught  the  spring  wheat  in  a  very 
critical  stage,  and  cut  that  crop  short  over  30,000,000  bushels  compared  with 
what  it  would  have  been  at  the  same  rate  of  yield  as  in  1877.  The  total  yield 
of  this  year  is  somewhat  above  425,000,000  bushels.  Some  remarkably  high 
average  yields.of  winter  wheat  will  be  seen  in  the  notes  below. 
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MAINE. — Penobscot:  Fair  average  yield,  in  good  condition;  fine  growth  of  straw.  Saga- 
dahoc: Acreage  at  least  one-fourth  greater  than  last  year,  with  increased  yield;  not  well  filled, 
in  consequence  of  drought  in  July.  Waldo:  Largest  crop  for  years.  Piscataquis:  Crop  gen- 
erally reduced  by  storms,  but  some  fields  average  20  bushels  per  acre. 

New  Hampshire. — Rockingham:  Generally  good;  about  an  average. 

Vermont.  —  Caledonia:  Best  crop  for  many  years,  some  fields  yielding 40  bushels  per  acre; 
acreage  increased.  * 

New  York. — Allegany:  First-class  crop.  Westchester:  Grain  poor,  but  large  yield  of 
straw.  Schuyler:  Light  yield,  owing  to  Hessian  fly.  Suffolk:  Has  not  turned  out  as  well 
as  was  expected  at  harvesting.  Oneida:  Injured  by  frost  and  drought.  Genesee:  Crop  aver- 
age, but  less  than  last  year;  average  weight  per  bushel,  3  pounds  less.  Montgomery :  Grain 
dropped  badly  from  being  left  too  long  in  the  field  after  cutting.  Wyoming :  Spring  wheat 
averaged  7  bushels  per  acre. 

New  Jersey.  —  Cape  May :  The  shrinkage  in  condition  is  caused  by  late  sowing,  the  ground 
being  so  dry  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  prepare  it  for  the  seed,  and  if  sown  it  would  not 
germinate.  Warren:  Almost  an  entire  failure,  from  bug  in  the  straw.  Middlesex :  Badly 
injured  by  the  fly.     Somerset:  Injured  by  the  fly. 

Pennsylvania. — Butler:  The  yield  is  not  so  large  as  expected;  heads  poorly  filled  and 
grain  light.  Clinton:  Owing  to  dry  weather  after  sowing,  the  crop  is  small.  Northampton: 
I  wish  to  modify  my  previous  figures.  Everything  considered,  the  crop  is  about  one-fourth 
of  an  average,  the  failure  being  attributable  to  the  Hessian  fly.  Sullivan:  Large  growth  of 
straw  and  the  grain  small.  Ctimberland :  Injured  by  drought.  Bedford:  Very  good  crop, 
well  matured;  many  fields  yield  35  bushels  per  acre.  Tioga:  Quality  good,  but  yield  not  so 
large  as  last  year.  Bucks :  The  finest  crop  harvested  in  this  county  for  fifteen  years.  Elk: 
Badly  injured  by  frost  and  rust.  Cambria  •  Backward  in  growth  on  account  of  dry  weather. 
Northampton:  General  condition  very  low.  Potter:  The  acreage  exceeds  that  of  last  year; 
small  yield  and  poor  quality  in  north  of  county,  but  in  the  south  both  very  good. 

Delaware. — Kent:  Acreage  one-fifth  greater  than  last  year. 

Maryland. — Calvert:  Yield  small  and  quality  inferior.  Qiteen  Anne:  Badly  injured  by 
rust  and  mildew  from  rains  in  June. 

Virginia. — King  and  Queen:  Fifty  per  cent,  less  than  last  year.  Highland:  A  good 
yield.  Matthews:  Greatly  injured  by  rust.  Prince  Edward:  Quality  fair,  but  product  very 
low.  Pulaski:  Yield  about  half  that  of  last  year ;  quality  inferior.  Campbell:  Since  thrash- 
ing, yield  is  found  not  so  good  as  expected;  rather  light  in  weight.  Southamptoji :  Very 
seriously  injured  by  rust;  grain  shriveled  and  light.  James  City:  Materially  injured  by 
hail  and  rust.  Loudoun:  Yield  not  so  good  as  last  year;  quality  finer.  Madison:  Greatly 
injured  by  rust,  and  quality  generally  inferior.  Chesterfield:  Three-fourths  of  an  average 
yield,  of  inferior  quality.  Brunswick:  Half  a  crop.  Dinwiddle:  Nearly  ruined  by  rust  and 
hail,  yet  the  price  is  low. 

North  Carolina. — Beaufort :  Large  yield  as  the  result  of  greatly  increased  area.  Cald- 
well: Larger  area  sown,  which  yielded,  however,  not  more  than  half  a  crop.  Cherokee: 
Badly  injured  by  rust.  Columbus  :  Suffered  much  from  rust.  Duplin  :  Very  small  yield, 
with  greatly  increased  area.  Greene  :  Short  crop,  on  account  of  cold,  late  spring.  Wilkes  : 
Injured  by  rust.  Chowan:  Badly  damaged  by  rust;  quality  very  inferior.  Cherokee: 
Greatly  damaged  by  rust.  Gaston  :  Average  reduced  by  heavy  storm.  Hertford  :  Almost  a 
failure  this  season.  Jackson  .-  Increased  acreage  and  large  yield.  Gales  :  Very  small  crop. 
Stanley:  Small  yield;  crop  badly  sown  and  not  fertilized. 

South  Carolina. — Chesterfield :  Crop  shortened  by  rust.  Fairfield:  Acreage  increased, 
but  owing  to  rust  the  yield  was  smaller  and  quality  inferior  to  last  year.  Greenville:  Reduced 
by  drought.  Lexington  :  The  product  has  fallen  much  below  our  early  anticipations.  Spar- 
tanburg :  Yield  small  and  of  inferior  quality.      Towns  :   Reduced  by  rust  and  smut  to  75. 

Georgia — Cobb:  The  yield  is  at  least  15  per  cent,  less  than  last  year,  with  acreage  un- 
changed. Warren  :  About  10  per  cent,  less  than  last  year.  Wilkes  :  Not  more  than  half  a 
crop.     Jackson  :  Small  crop. 
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ALABAMA.—  Barbour:  Very  little  grown  in  this  county.  Could  we  procure  a  rust-proof 
variety  we  could  raise  sufficient  for  home  consumption. 

Texas.-— Williamson:  Early  sown  averaged  about  23  bushels  per  acre,  while  the  late  gave 
only  II.  McLennan  :  About  three-fourths  of  our  crop  was  sold  in  the  summer  at  an  average 
of  55  cents  per  bushel;  good  spring  sold  generally  at  40  to  45  cents  per  bushel.  Burnet: 
Good  yield,  owing  to  increased  acreage.  Upshur:  But  sparsely  sown  in  this  county, 
although  the  acreage  is  increasing.  Kendall:  Season  favorable  and  yield  fine.  Red  River: 
Injured  by  continued  rains.  Upshur:  Product  greater  than  last  year;  quality  injured  by 
rains  of  May  and  June.     Rockwall:  Quality  materially  injured  by  excessive  rains. 

Arkansas. —  Woodruff:  Injured  by  rust;  not  over  one-fourth  of  a  crop.  White:  In 
many  sections  it  has  not  paid  to  harvest.  Pope:  Yielded  about  one-third  of  a  crop  of  infe- 
rior quality.  Polk  :  Almost  a  failure.  Woodruff:  Scarce  worth  harvesting.  White  :  Owing 
to  repeated  failures  farmers  have  measurably  abandoned  the  crop.  Prairie:  Not  enough 
raised  for  seed. 

Tennessee.—  Bledsoe  :  Fallen  off  one-fourth,  through  rust.  Lincoln:  The  area  sown  was 
at  least  30  per  cent,  greater  than  in  1877,  but  the  yield  peracre  was  less  by  50  per  cent. 
Union  :  Almost  a  failure  in  portions  of  county.  Bradley  :  Small  and  poor  ;  rust.  Henry  : 
Yield  small  and  of  inferior  quality. 

West  Virginia.—  Ritchie:  Thrashed  out  finely.  Where  injured  by  rust  the  grain  a  little 
shrunken.  Braxton:  An  average  crop,  and  above  an  average  in  quality.  Greenbrier:  Crop 
abundant,  but  damaged  in  the  stack  by  wet  weather  ;  selling  at  85  cents.  Mercer  :  A  greater 
crop  than  for  ten  years.  Nicholas :  Quite  a  failure  in  yield,  but  greater  acreage  than  usual. 
Raleigh:  Injured  by  rust  and  storms.  Jefferson:  The  largest  average  yield  was  47^  bushels 
per  acre  on  15  acres,  but  some  fields  ran  as  low  as  3  bushels.  Monroe:  Heavy  straw,  with 
light  grain  yield. 

Kentucky, — Laurel:  Damaged  by  rust  while  in  bloom;  grain  shrunk  and  shriveled. 
Shelby:  Heads  did  not  fill  well,  but  increased  acreage  will  make  up  the  deficit.  Lincoln: 
Quality  not  so  good,  but  acreage  larger  than  last  year.  ATicholas:  Not  a  heavy  yield,  but 
quality  good  and  an  increased  acreage.     Russell :   Cut  short  by  rust. 

Ohio.  —  Clark:  A  splendid  crop;  will  average  20  bushels  per  acre,  some  fields  producing 
40;  Clawson  wheat,  30  to  40.  Perry :  The  best  crop  raised  in  the  county  for  many  years,  and 
harvested  in  splendid  condition.  Ross:  Product  greater  than  last  year  in  some  localities  and 
less  in  others,  while  the  increased  acreage  swells  the  product.  Morrow :  More  than  an  average 
acreage;  yield  from  20  to  30  bushels  per  acre.  Erie:  Somewhat  damaged  in  the  stack. 
Geauga:  Exceeds  any  previous  crop  111  acreage  and  yield,  but  quality  no  better  than  that  of  last 
year;  35  bushels  per  acre  not  an  uncommon  yield.  Noble:  Best  crop  for  many  years.  Wil- 
liams: Crop  better  than  ever  before,  but  from  some  cause  it  does  not  make  good  flour.  Cler- 
mont: Injured  by  rust ;  yield  reduced  20  to  30  per  cent.  Hancock:  This  year's  crop  the  largest 
ever  known;  Fultz  ahead.  Darke:  The  crop  about  one-third  larger  than  last  year,  and  of 
better  quality.  Lor  in:  Came  out  well;  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  Fultz  wheat  will  take 
the  lead  in  this  county,  at  least  for  a  few  years.  This  season  some  of  this  variety  has  weighed 
as  high  as  68  pounds  per  bushel,  and  at  60  pounds  per  bushel  will  yield  a  fraction  over  50 
bushels  per  acre.     Portage:  Heavy  crop  and  low  prices. 

Michigan. —  Grand  Traverse:  Spring  wheat  a  light  crop,  but  an  extra  yield  of  winter 
wheat,  making -the  product  fully  equal  to  last  year.  Clinton:  Acreage  increased  about  25  per 
cent.,  but  a  decline  of  about  10  per  cent,  in  quality  compared  with  last  year.  Heat  in  June  and 
July  caused  the  grain  to  shrink.  Newaygo:  An  unusually  large  acreage;  the  crop  by  far  lhe 
largest  ever  raised  in  this  vicinity  ;  quality  fully  up  to  an  average.  Marquette:  Spring  wheat 
has  done  the  best.  Saginaw  :  An  increase  of  about  25  per  cent,  in  acreage,  but  product  about 
the  same  as  in  1877.  Wexford:  The  acreage  much  in  excess  of  last  year;  yield  per  acre 
much  less.  Montcalm  :  Well-cultivated  lands  in  many  cases  average  35  to  45  bushels  ;  one 
field  of  five  acres  averaged  65  bushels. 

Indiana.—  Decatur:  The  best  crop  in  this  county  since  1868;  grain  plump  and  well  devel- 
oped.     Hamilton:  Will  average  very  near  20  bushels   per  acre.      Whitley:  An  increased 
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acreage,  but  yield  perhaps  a  little  less  per  acre  than  last  year;  quality  good.  Tippecanoe  : 
Unusually  good  yield,  16  to  40  bushels  per  acre.      Starke:  Injured  by  rust;  season  wet. 

Illinois. — Tazewell:  Largest  yield  for  years,  and  quality  No.  1.  Clark:  The  crop  falls  a 
little  short  of  former  estimates  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  and  in  others  it  overruns.  Will  be 
an  average.  DeKalb:  Crop  very  well  matured.  Edwards:  Crop  saved  in  good  condition. 
Hardin :  Owing  to  rust  average  not  over  4  bushels  per  acre.  Vermillion:  Winter  wheat  very 
fine:  average  18  to  20  bushels  per  acre;  weight  over  60  pounds  per  bushel.  Pike:  The 
quality  was  never  better.  Lee:  The  prospect  was  about  an  average,  but  the  quality  is  very 
inferior.  Carroll:  Winter  wheat  good;  spring  inferior.  Clinton:  Injured  by  weevil  after 
cutting.  Ogle:  Winter  wheat  good,  but  acreage  small ;  spring  wheat,  an  increased  acreage, 
but  crop  light.  Winnebago :  There  will  be  no  surplus  ;  last  year  not  enough  for  home  con- 
sumption. Boone:  Product  much  larger  this  year  than  in  1877,  owing  to  a  greatly-increased 
acreage  ;  scarcely  any  sown  in  1877.  Mason:  The  yield  of  fall  wheat  good,  but  spring  wheat 
very  poor.  Montgomery :  Grain  plump  and  of  first  quality,  but  yield  not  more  than  1 8  bushels 
per  acre;  Fultz  takes  the  lead;  the  Silver  Chaff  seems  to  be  a  failure.  Jefferson:  No  bad 
wheat;  weight  63  to  65  pounds  per  bushel.  McLean:  Better  than  expected.  Moultrie: 
Quality  good;  weight  61  to  66  pounds  per  bushel.  Hamilton:  The  yield  of  winter  wheat 
below  expectations,  but  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  in  area,  and  quality  good.  Greene:  Winter 
wheat  No.  2,  and  worth  80  cents  per  bushel.  La  Salle  :  Winter  sowing  on  the  increase ;  its 
product  150  per  cent,  of  last  year;  its  quality  only  90.  Union:  Winter  wheat  our  staple; 
yield  average,  but  quality  inferior. 

Wisconsin. — Fond du  Lac :  Wheat  grades  3,  4,  and  rejected.  Waukesha:  Spring  wheat 
injured  by  one  hot  week;  product  of  winter  wheat  about  125;  average  quality  about  100. 
Douglas  :  Has  not  equaled  expectations^  owing  to  dry,  hot  weather.  Dunn :  Very  uneven ; 
some  new  lands  producing  as  high  as  36  bushels  per  acre,  and  on  other  lands  equally  as  good 
crop  not  worth  cutting;  smut,  rust,  and  blight  almost  destroying  it.  Door:  Spring  wheat 
badly  shrunken  from  drought  at  time  of  filling.  Walworth :  Spring  wheat  cannot  be  accu- 
rately estimated,  owing  to  the  variance  of  yield  and  quality  reported.  Fall  wheat  a  full  yield 
and  good  quality.  Jefferson  :  Quality  poor  on  account  of  grain  being  badly  shrunken  by  hot 
weather  of  July.  Dodge  :  Light;  40  to  56  pounds  per  measured  bushel.  Washington :  Win- 
ter wheat  a  splendid  crop,  but  not  extensively  sown ;  average  about  30  bushels  per  acre ; 
spring  wheat  grades  No.  3,  and  is  only  half  a  crop  ;  both  erops  together  about  85.  Chippcxua  ; 
Yield  small,  quality  poor,  and  price  low.  Grant:  About  as  many  bushels  of  spring  wheat  as 
last  year,  but  the  sample  poor.  Trempealeau  :  Quality  very  poor ;  straw  killed  and  grain 
shrunken  by  hot  sun  of  July.  Calumet:  Average  yield  15  bushels  per  acre.  Adams :  Aver- 
age yield  of  spring  wheat  not  exceeding  6  or  7  bushels  per  acre  ;  winter  wheat  15  to  25  bush- 
els ;  increased  acreage  of  both.  The  aggregate  product  will  be  up  to  that  of  last  year.  Sauk  : 
Winter  wheat  but  little  raised;  yield  and  quality  good;  an  average  of  about  35  bushels  per 
acre.  Mom-oe  :  Spring  wheat  not  a  half  crop ;  winter  wheat  much  better ;  taken  together  about 
Ihree-fourths  of  an  average.  Rock  :  Winter1  wheat  good,  averaging  30  bushels  ;  spring  wheat 
injured  by  chinch  bugs. 

Minnesota. — Faribault:  Badly  blighted ;  worth  from  25  to  50  cents  per  bushel.  McLeod  : 
Straw  very  heavy,  yielding  from  15  to  20  bushels  per  acre.  Rock:  Much  wheat  not  cut;  grad- 
ing 3  and  4.  Redwood  :  A  greater  acreage  but  lighter  grain  than  last  year ;  badly  shrunken  by 
being  ripened  too  quickly.  Le  Sueur:  Has  proved  to  be  poorer  in  quality  than  quantity. 
Olmstead ;  Will  not  average  No.  3  in  this  county.  Pope  :  Yield  larger  than  anticipated  ;  some 
yielding  from  20  to  28  bushels  per  acre,  but  mostly  of  inferior  quality ;  excessive  heat  caused 
an  overgrowth,  too  sudden  ripening,  and  shrinkage.  Sibley  :  The  product  No.  2  and  3. 
Scott :  Paralyzed  by  excessive  heat  while  in  the  dough  state;  kernel  shrunken ;  the  average 
grade  will  be  No.  3.  Wadena :  Grades  No.  I,  and  makes  a  superior  quality  of  flour,  but  grain 
about  4  pounds  per  bushel  lighter  than  last  year.  Steele  :  The  quality  variable,  selling  for  about 
one-third  less  than  No.  1  wheat.  Hennepin  :  A  larger  area  and  greater  product  than  last  year, 
but  deficient  in  quality.  Goodhue  :  Rapid  and  premature  ripening;  many  fields  overripe  be- 
fore secured.  Jackson:  Hot  weather  of  July  very  injurious  to  the  crop;  quality  inferior; 
average  grade  No.  3.     Steams  :  About  two-thirds  of  the  crop  grades  as  No.  2,  one-sixth  as 
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No.  i,  and  balance  No.  3.  Becker:  Yield  from  8  to  25  bushels  per  acre.  Dodge:  Poorest 
crop  ever  raised  here ;  grain  shrunken  and  light.  Wright. :  But  little  No.  1  wheat  raised  this 
year.      Yellow  Medicine :  Spring  wheat  large  yield,  but  poor  quality  ;  excessive  heat. 

low 'A.— Mitchell:  Yielding  about  10  bushels  of  rejected  wheat,  some  grading  as  high  as  Nos. 
3  and  4.  Wayne:  A  good  crop.  Hardin:  Very  poor  ;  average  about  6  to  8  bushels  per 
acre.  Howard:  Damaged  in  the  stack  by  recent  rains.  Pottawattamie  :  Product  and  acreage 
increased.  Floyd:  Yielding  from  5  to  14  bushels  per  acre,  grading  rejected  ;  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  crop  in  this  county  will  pay  for  harvesting.  Allamakee  :  "Lost  Nation  "  yielding 
about  5  bushels  per  acre  of  light,  shrunken  grain;  unmarketable  for  more  than  25  or  30  cents 
per  bushel;  "  Red  Odessa"  yielding  from  8  to  10  bushels  of  fair  quality.  Marion:  Will 
mostly  grade  Nos.  2  and  3.  Cherokee:  Yields  from  10  to  20  bushels  per  acre.  Franklin  : 
Spring  wheat  almost  ruined  by  heat  in  July  ;  some  not  harvested  ;  some  harvested  that  will 
not  pay  for  thrashing.  Polk:  Almost  a  failure  throughout  the  county,  averaging  from  3  to 
14  bushels  per  acre,  generally  of  very  poor  quality.  Muscatine :  Grades  mostly  at  No.  2. 
O'Brien  :  Grades  low  on  account  of  rust ;  price  low.  Plymouth  :  Very  poor  ;  grades  mostly 
No.  3. 

Missouri. — Clay  :  Turning  out  fine  in  both  quantity  and  quality.  Maries:  Quality  better 
than  an  average,  but  yield  only  about  9  bushels  per  acre.  Adair :  A  larger  crop  than  last  year, 
and  about  10  per  cent,  better  quality.  Benton  :  A  poor  yield,  but  quality  very  good.  Holt: 
The  quality  of  wheat  crop  reduced  by  poor  spring  wheat ;  spring  wheat  about  7  bushels  per 
acre  ;  fall  wheat  as  high  as  35  bushels  per  acre.  Cass  :  The  average  will  not  exceed  14  bush- 
els per  acre,  but  the  quality  the  best  ever  produced  in  the  county.  Iron  :  The  quality  better 
than  for  years,  but  the  yield  in  many  instances  one-fourth  of  a  crop.  Jefferson  :  Yield  and 
berry  both  poor  in  some  places.  Warren  :  An  excess  of  at  least  20  per  cent,  over  last  year. 
Johnson  :  The  quality  of  winter  wheat  seldom  better  than  this  year  ;  yield  about  14  bushels 
per  acre.  Osage  :  The  Fultz  the  only  wheat  in  the  county  making  a  fair  average.  Caldwell : 
Crop  less  than  expected  at  harvest.  Saint  Louis:  Injured  by  cool,  damp  spring  weather. 
Perry  :   Falls  short  of  last  crop,  with  inferior  quality. 

Kansas. — Cloud:  Yield  of  winter  wheat  unusually  large  in  some  localities.  As  high  as 
40  bushels  per  acre  reported,  and  quality  fine  Saline :  Spring  wheat  30  per  cent,  below  the 
crop  of  last  year.  Chase:  A  large  increase  over  last  year;  will  average  25  bushels  per  acre. 
Labette:  The  best  berry  for  ten  years.     Nemaha:  Spring  wheat  product  light. 

Nebraska. — Platte:  A  greater  acreage,  but  owing  to  excessive  heat  at  time  of  filling,  caus- 
ing blight  and  shrinkage,  the  quality  of  grain  is  not  up  to  last  year.  Sa7inders :  Light  in 
weight,  colored,  and  shrunken;  yield  from  5  to  26^  bushels  per  acre.  Hamilton:  Much  of 
the  crop  yielding  less  than  estimated.     Knox:  Weight  light;  average  56  pounds  per  bushel. 

California. — Placer:  Berry  good  and  plump,  but  yield  33  per  cent,  short,  owing  to  late 
rains  causing  foul  growth.  Sonoma :  Nearly  ruined  by  heavy  rains  last  winter,  but  damage 
thought  to  be  local. 

Oregon. — Lane :  Much  better  than  last  year.  Douglas :  With  but  few  exceptions  is  below 
an  average  yield,  but  quality  very  superior. 

Utah. — Kane:  Good,  but  injured  in  some  parts  by  rain. 

Dakota. — Grant:  The  average  reduced  from  21  bushels  to  17  bushels,  by  drought  after 
June  1.  Planson:  Product  large,  but  quality  inferior.  But  little  of  this  year's  crop  will  grade 
No.  1. 

New  Mexico. — Santa  Fe:  A  portion  of  the  crop  still  unharvested  owing  to  excessive  rains 
in  August  and  September.  Mora:  Considerably  injured  by  late  rains,  causing  the  wheat  to 
sprout  and  shrink. 

CORN. 

The  corn  season  closed  with  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
crop.  The  condition  returned  October  1  was  96,  not  quite  so  high  as  Octo- 
ber, 1877.  The  acreage,  as  found  by  June  returns,  showed  no  material  change, 
being,  in  round  numbers,  51,000,000  acres  in   1878  and  50,300,000  acres  for 
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1877.  Compared  with  1877,  the  South  Atlantic  States  show  a  falling  oft'  in 
product;  the  Gulf  States  increase  slightly;  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Kansas — four  of  the  largest  producing  States — decline  consider- 
ably; while  all  the  other  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  and  in  the  North- 
west make  a  decided  increase,  thus  making  the  aggregate  of  the  crop  for  1878 
larger  than  that  of  1877  some  30,000,000  bushels.  This  result  is  the  more 
remarkable  as  it  is  the  fourth  of  an  unbroken  series  of  large  crops. 

The  following  notes  from  our  reports  are  appended : 

Maine. — Cumberland:  Two  farmers  raised  from  86^  to  99^  bushels,  shelled,  per  acre. 

New  York. — Genesee:  Finest  crop  for  several  years.  Saint  Lawrence:  General  condi- 
tion slightly  below  100.  Westchester:  Has  not  eared  well.  Albany:  Better  than  indicated  in 
August.     Fulton :  Fine  crop  and  all  harvested. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington:  Smaller  crop  than  was  anticipated;  started  slowly  from  unfa- 
vorable spring,  yet  general  condition  fair.  Camden:  Good  average  crop.  Warren:  Yield 
low,  but  quality  good. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong:  Below  average  owing  to  extreme  heat  of  July  and  drought 
of  August;  ears  poorly  filled.  Beaver:  Injured  by  excessive  hot  weather.  Montour:  Con- 
tinued dry  weather  has  made  ears  small  and  affected  the  yield  of  fodder.  Perry :  Materially 
affected  by  drought.  York :  The  great  reduction  in  yield  is  due  to  cold  weather  at  planting, 
succeeded  by  drought.  Clearfield:  In  some  sections  the  crop  is  good,  but  on  the  whole  it 
will  not  exceed  50  per  cent,  of  an  average.  Elk:  Generally  a  good  crop,  particularly  on 
high  land.  Indiana :  Cut  short  by  drought  during  August  and  September ;  quality  good, 
but  yield  very  low.  Erie:  One-fourth  better  than  last  year,  well  ripened  and  secured  earlier. 
Tioga:  Did  well  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  but  on  clay  or  low  ground  the  cold,  wet 
weather  of  May  and  June  injured  its  general  condition.  Lycoming:  Owing  to  cold  wet  weather 
at  planting  the  growth  is  thin  and  the  average  below  last  year's  figures. 

Maryland. —  Washington:  Turning  out  better  than  was  anticipated;  pretty  fair  crop. 
Montgo?nery :  Latter  part  of  season  favorable,  product  large,  and  quality  about  an  average. 
Frederick:  Somewhat  damaged  by  drought;  quality  seems  good;  will  gather  this  month 
Worcester:  Affected  by  drought ;   short  crop. 

Virginia. — Fluvanna:  Very  fine;  favorable  season.  Henrico:  Both  product  and  quality 
above  an  average.  Mecklenburg :  Improved  by  late  summer  rains,  but  both  yield  and  quality 
less  than  last  season.  Spottsylvania :  Superior  crop  generally.  York :  Very  short  on  ac- 
count of  drought.  Northampton :  Smallest  crop  for  years,  drought  the  cause.  Elizabeth 
City :  Larger  yield  than  was  anticipated  in  previous  report,  but  quality  inferior  to  that  of 
1877.  Princess  Anne :  Seriously  affected  by  excessive  rains  in  the  spring,  and  in  bottom  lands 
entirely  destroyed.  King  and  Queen:  Very  good  crop.  Prince  Edward:  Nearly  all  crops 
on  water-courses  destroyed  by  freshets  ;  those  out  of  reach  of  high  water,  equal  to  last  year. 
Floyd:  Greatly  damaged  by  severe  storm  and  freshet  on  the  16th  September.  Halifax:  Pro- 
duct shortened  by  drought,  but  quality  good.  Campbell:  Is  measuring  up  better  than  was 
expected.  Orange:  The  crop  is  about  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  Dinwiddle :  Fully  as  good 
as  last  season.  Gloucester :  Cut  short  by  drought  in  early  part  of  season.  Highland :  Late 
favorable  weather  has  improved  general  condition. 

North  Carolina. — Cleveland:  Suffered  seriously  from  drought.  Gaston:  Improved  by 
September  rains  ;  slightly  below  an  average.  Hertford:  Good  in  some  sections  of  the  county. 
Greene :  Injured  by  drought  on  the  uplands.  Alamance  :  Not  more  than  two-thirds  of  a  full 
crop.     Burke  :  The  upland  crop  cut  short  by  drought. 

South  Carolina. — Clarendon  :  Fine  crop ;  very  well  matured  and  heavy.  Lexington  : 
Below  an  average,  a  portion  of  the  county  having  suffered  from  drought.  Haywood:  Not 
much  below  an  average  ;  last  year  was  far  above.  Orangeburg  :  Less  planted  this  year  than 
last,  but  better  crop. 

Georgia. — Brooks :  Good  ;  has  turned  out  better  than  was  expected  before  gathering. 
Dooly  :  The  finest  yield  since  the  war.     Fannin  :  Only  about  three-fourths  of  a  crop,  owing 
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to  drought  and  the  depredations  of  worms  and  caterpillars.  Jones  :  Fine  generally.  Towns  : 
Does  not  realize  what  was  anticipated.  Worth  :  All  fallen  off.  Jefferson  :  Above  an  average, 
and  greater  than  last  year.  Floyd :  Damaged  by  drought.  Troup:  C  ut  short  by  continued  hot 
weather  in  the  summer.  Carroll :  Badly  affected  by  drought.  Wilkes  :  Good,  and  well  filled 
to  tips  of  ears  ;  late  crops  generally  a  failure ;  would  have  been  very  heavy  had  they  matured. 

Alabama  —Baldwin  :  Except  the  very  early  planted,  the  crop  was  nearly  a  failure,  from 
various  causes.  Clarke  :  A  large  increase  of  acreage  this  year ;  early  planted  very  fine,  late 
shortened  by  July  drought.  Crenshaw  :  Above  an  average  yield  and  of  good  quality ;  very 
little  rotted.  Dale :  The  best  crop  for  years.  Calhoun  :  Hot  weather  has  lessened  the  yield 
and  affected  the  quality.      Coffee:  Very  fine;  selling  at  50  cents  per  bushel. 

Mississippi:— Grenada :  Full  average  in  both  quantity  and  quality.  Wilkinson:  Favor- 
able season  for  harvesting,  and  the  ears  are  larger  and  less  affected  by  rot  than  for  years. 
Choctaw :  Much  has  rotted  in  the  fields.  Jefferson  :  Not  so  large  a  yield,  but  decidedly  of 
better  quality  than  last  season. 

Louisiana. — Bienville:  Excessive  rain  during  the  spring  and  summer  has  cauaed  the  crop 
to  fall  short  of  that  of  last  year. 

Texas. — Coryell:  Did  not  yield  as  well  as  anticipated  for  want  of  rain,  plenty  for  home  use, 
selling  at  25  cents  per  bushel.  Dallas  :  Probably  the  best  crop  raised  for  years.  Hardin  : 
More  rotten  than  usual,  caused  by  excessive  wet  weather  while  maturing.  Kendall :  Large 
yield,  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  the  cheapest  ever  known.  Liberty  :  Very  good.  Titus  :  Yield 
good,  but  premature  ripening  has  reduced  the  quality.  Young:  Early  planted,  splendid 
yield  and  good  quality.  Austin  :  Badly  rotted  in  consequence  of  frequent  rains  while  ripen- 
ing; general  average  slightly  below  last  year.  Williamson:  Yield  good;  quality  injured  by 
weevil ;  acreage  25  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year.  Cherokee :  Badly  damaged  in  field  by 
weevil.  Victoria  :  I  find  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  average  from  last  month's  report  to  but  50. 
Upshur:  Yield  is  10  per  cent,  greater  and  quality  20  per  cent,  better  than  last  year.  Red 
River:  Injured  by  too  much  rain.  Bastrop  :  Much  lighter  and  the  yield  less  than  was  antici- 
pated a  few  weeks  ago.  Bexar:  Unusually  good  crop;  selling  at  30  cents  per  bushel. 
Fayette  :  Affected  by  drought,  which  has  been  favorable  to  the  attack  of  weevil,  injuring  the 
grain,  especially  on  sandy  soil. 

Arkansas. — Baxter:  Cut  short  by  six  weeks' drought.  Woodrtiff:  Ears  lighter  than  last 
year,  with  heavy  husk.  Marion  :  Very  good.  White:  Light  on  the  lowlands  on  account  of 
heavy  rains  during  the  summer.  Franklin  :  Full  in  both  product  and  quality.  Marion  : 
Not  so  good  as  last  year. 

Tennessee. — Henderson:  Yield  very  small  and  quality  inferior;  poorest  crop  for  years; 
dry  weather  the  leading  cause.  Fayette :  Injured  very  much  by  drought  during  July  and 
August.  Gi'eene :  Affected  by  drought  in  north  of  county.  Henry :  Very  short  crop. 
Roane :  Has  turned  out  better  than  was  anticipated  before  gathering.  Henderson  :  Early 
expectations  have  not  been  realized ;  yield  considerably  below  an  average.  Many  fields  look 
well,  but  upon  close  inspection  the  ears  are  found  to  be  badly  filled,  while  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  husk.  Robertson:  Overestimated  in  quantity.  Putnam  :  Is  turning  out  not  so  good 
as  was  hoped;  drought  of  June  and  July  caused  it  to  be  chaffy.  Montgomery  :  Not  yet 
gathered,  but  estimated  about  20  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year. 

West  Virginia. — Morgan:  Reduced  to  a  half  crop  or  less  by  a  very  dry,  hot  summer. 
Raleigh  :  Rather  short.  Jefferson  :  Maturing  finely.  Braxton  :  A  little  above  average  in 
product  and  quality.  Pendleton :  Above  an  average  yield  and  very  good  in  quality.  Doddridge : 
Injured  by  drought  in  June  and  July,  but  fall  favorable  for  curing  it. 

Kentucky. — Cumberland :  Light  and  short,  not  as  good  as  expected  some  weeks  ago. 
Lewis:  Crop  short  on  account  of  drought.  Warren:  Fully  up  to  average  in  quality;  fall 
favorable  for  maturing  the  crop.  Crittenden  :  Crop  very  short,  owing  to  excessively  dry 
weather  at  the  time  of  latter  growth  and  filling  of  the  ear.  Nicholas :  A  fair  crop  in  the 
northeastern  portion  of  the  county,  but  very  light  in  other  sections,  owing  to  drought.  Carroll: 
The  average  yield  much  less  than  expected  during  the  summer.  Graves:  Corn  scarce  and 
low  in  price — bound  to  rise  ere  long.     Harrison  :  The  season  was  unfavorable  for  growing 
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corn,  and  the  crop  is  uneven.  Some  fields  will  yield  60  bushels  per  acre,  while  others  will 
not  exceed  10  or  15  bushels.     Scott:  Cut  short  by  drought  during  the  summer. 

Ohio. — Medina  :  Less  planted  than  last  year,,  but  yield  and  quality  equal.  Miami :  Above 
an  average  and  ready  to 'crib.  Montgomery  :  Frost  late  and  corn  all  ripened  well.  Seneca  : 
Slow  in  curing,  with  damp  cob;  cribbed  later  than  usual  by  several  weeks.  Vinton  :  A  short 
crop,  caused  by  drought  in  August.  Perry :  Crop  abundant,  and  quality  good.  Ashtabula  : 
A  greater  breadth  planted  than  last  year,  but  product  only  about  the  same,  and  quality  not  so 
good.  Geauga :  Superior  in  quantity  and  quality  to  any  crop  for  several  years ;  weather  favor- 
able for  ripening'  it.  Lorain  :  Well  matured,  and  but  for  wind  storms  in  September,  the  crop 
would  be  enormous.  Pickaway:  On  good  lands  a  larger  yield  than  last  year ;  quality  superior. 
Tuscarawas :  Corn  crop  affected  by  dry  weather  in  July.  Noble:  Of  good  quality  except  where 
injured  by  flood.  Hancock:  Corn  abundant  and  worth  about  28  cents  per  bushel.  Morrow: 
Affected  in  growth  and  ripening  by  wet  weather ;  fodder  mostly  dead  before  frost  came  and 
of  little  value.  Preble:  Neither  quantity  nor  quality  as  good  as  expected  on  October  1.  Scioto: 
Over  2,000  acres  of  the  best  corn  in  the  county  destroyed  by  the  overflow  of  the  Scioto  River 
in  August;  about  two-thirds  of  an  average  crop. 

Michigan.— Calhoun  :  Growth  and  cultivation  retarded  by  extremely  wet  weather  early  in 
the  season.  Hillsdale  :  Thought  to  be  rather  light,  but  may  come  up  to  an  average.  Tuscola : 
Has  proven  to  be  a  very  fine  crop,  but  a  decreased  acreage.  Charlevoix  :  Yield  lessened  by 
drought,  but  quality  good.  Newaygo :  Yielding  from  125  to  130  bushels  of  ears  per  acre,  the 
largest  and  best  crop  raised  for  several  years. 

Indiana.  —  Wabash :  Good  growing  weather  and  the  late  appearance  of  frost  have  brought 
all  late  corn  to  a  good  average.  Decatur:  Crop  short,  owing  to  late  spring,  insufficient  culti- 
vation, and  storms.  Howard :  All  late  corn  fully  matured.  Noble  :  Short.  Weather  too  dry 
at  the  time  of  earing.  Shelby  :  Light  and  chaffy.  Whitley  :  Has  matured  well,  but  product 
reduced  by  wet  weather  and  bad  cultivation  early  in  the  season.  Hendricks :  Never  finer 
weather  for  ripening.  Marion :  Not  yielding  as  expected,  and  light  and  chaffy.  Warren  : 
Good  in  quality  but  short  in  quantity.  Knox  :  Yield  reduced  by  drought.  Noble  :  Crop  not 
as  good  as  expected,  owing  to  dry  weather  at  the  time  of  earing ;  ears  sound  but  short. 
Tippecanoe :  Quality  better  than  last  year,  and  on  the  best  farms  will  yield  from  60  to  75 
bushels  per  acre.  Gibson:  Generally  gathered  in  good  condition  and  is  in  but  little  demand. 
Hendricks :  But  little  corn  to  sell,  as  the  county  is  full  of  hogs ;  corn  will  be  50  cents  per 
bushel  before  July  next,  Jasper:  Quality  uneven  ;  some  good,  and  some  light  and  shrunken. 
Marion:  Late  in  drying  sufficiently  to  crib;  about  three-fourths  under  shelter  or  gone  to 
market.  Starke:  Not  good  on  lowlands  owing  to  wet  season,  but  an  increased  yield  on  high- 
lands. 

Illinois. — Bond:  Crop  short  from  drought.  Bureau:  Not  as  good  as  expected  two  months 
ago  ;  injured  by  being  lodged;  much  of  it  loose  on  the  cob.  Carroll:'  About  one-half  in  the 
crib ;  worth  20  cents  per  75  pounds  in  the  ear.  Clark  :  Quality  good,  but  only  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  average  crop.  Edgar:  In  the  spring  ground  cloddy  and  in  poor  condition  for 
corn.  Hancock:  Matured  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Hardin :  Crop  fair  and  of  good  qual- 
ity. Jackson:  Very  good  and  well  matured.  Kankakee:  Rather  short  in  acreage,  much  be- 
ing drowned  out;  an  average  in  quabty.  Lawrence:  A  wet  spring  and  a  very  dry  August 
caused  a  poor  corn  crop.  Sangamon:  Has  been  an  excellent  fall  for  ripening  corn.  White: 
Have  not  had  a  full  crop  for  four  years  ;  this  year  about  half  a  crop.  Livingston  :  Wet  spring 
and  late  planting  has  produced  much  soft  and  light  corn.  Pihe:  Sound  and  better  than  ex- 
pected. Mason :  A  light  crop ;  shrinkage  caused  by  high  winds  during  the  summer  months. 
Ogle :  A  good  average  crop  and  well  matured.  Adams:  A  poor  showing  compared  with  last 
year.  But  little  corn  planted  until  June,  and  had  not  time  to  mature.  Logan:  Yield  much 
lighter  than  expected,  but  quality  good,  and  in  fine  order  for  husking.  Macoupin:  Being 
cribbed  and  yielding  better  than  was  expected.  Tazewell:  Injured  by  heavy  rains  during  the 
working  season,  and  was  blown  down  while  curing.  La  Salle:  Very  favorable  weather  for 
maturing,  but  an  unfavorable  spring,  and  most  bottom  lands  drowned  out.  Morgan :  Dam- 
aged by  cold  rains  in  May  and  June  and  by  drought  and  "corn  worm"  in  July.  Boone  ■  At 
least  three-fourths  husked  and  in  good  order. 
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Wisconsin.-ZW.-  Crop  never  better,  some  fields  yielding  as  high  as  100  bushels  of  ears 
per  acre.  Richland:  Good,  and  about  half  gathered.  Walworth:  Very  uneven-  eastern 
parts  light  and  not  of  good  quality;  in  the  western  portion  of  the  county,  heavy  and  of  good 
quality.  Adams :  Injured  by  rain ;  many  fields  inundated  for  a  week  at  a  time.  Green  :  The 
crop  was  never  better ;  many  fields  will  average  60  bushels  per  acre.  Waukesha :  Damaged 
by  drought  between  July  and  September. 

Minnesota.— Ramsey:  The  best  corn  year  for  many  years.  Isanti:  Crop  good  all  over 
the  county,  and  area  larger  than  usual.  Meeker:  A  full  and  very  good  crop.  Jack- 
son :  Not  as  much  planted  as  last  year,  but  the  quality  was  never  better.  Polk :  As  ye} 
an  experiment  in  this  county.  Badly  cut  by  frost  this  year.  Nobles:  Product  equal  to  that 
of  last  year,  and  a  smaller  acreage.  Rock:  Corn  sound  and  10  per  cent,  above  that  of  last 
year.  Sherburne:  The  present  crop  one  of  the  best  ever  raised  in  the  county.  Steams: 
Product  about  115  this  year,  without  allowing  for  the  destruction  of  last  year's  crop  by  grass- 
hoppers. Todd:  Corn  crop  the  best  for  eight  or  ten  years.  Martin:  Becoming  a  leading 
crop,  and  with  early  planting  and  good  care  proves  profitable.  Kandiyohi:  An  early  spring 
and  warm  summer  have  produced  the  best  corn  crop  ever  grown  here.  Faribault:  Corn  is  a 
good  crop.  Polk:  An  early  frost  came  very  near  spoiling  the  entire  crop.  Steele:  A  larger 
average  yield  than  at  any  time  since  the  settlement  of  the  county. 

low  A.— Allamakee:  Not  good  on  low  lands,  and  the  yield  not  coming  up  to  previous  esti- 
mates. Louisa:  Well  matured  before  frost  came,  but  injured  to  some  extent  by  storms  and 
worms.  Delazvarc:  Backward  in  the  spring,  but  weather  favorable  for  maturing.  Of  good 
quality,  but  yield  less  than  expected.  Polk:  The  crop  has  neither  the  weight  nor  the  bulk  of 
last  year,  but  is  dry  and  well  matured.  Johnson  :  About  equal  in  quantity  to  last  year,  and 
greatly  superior  in  quality.  Montgomery  :  Cut  short  by  dry  weather.  Guthrie :  Yield  much 
less  than  was  expected.  Howard:  Well  ripened;  ears  large  and  well  filled.  Franklin:  Not 
as  heavy  as  estimated  some  time  ago;  shrunken  and  loose  on  the  cob.  Mitchell :  Product 
short  on  account  of  poor  seed  and  gophers;  quality  better  than  last  year.  Lucas:  Sound, 
dry,  and  of  very  superior  quality.  ICossuth ;  A  small  stand,  owing  to  poor  seed  and 
wet  spring,  but  quality  No.  1.  Linn:  Corn  has  gone  into  the  crib  dry  and  sound.  Mad- 
ison :  All  gathered  ;  quality  excellent,  but  yield  light.  Muscatine:  A  good  yield,  and  of  ex- 
cellent quality.  Shelby  :  Crop  shortened  by  drought  of  three  months,  but  the  quality  un- 
usually good.     Story:  Cut  short  at  least  one- third  by  severe  h&at  in  July. 

MISSOURI. — Benton:  Too  hot  and  dry;  crop  short.  Chariton:  An  average  yield,  and 
drying  out  well.  Jefferson:  Not  as  heavy  and  good  as  last  year,  but  will  yield  a  little 
above  an  average.  Lawrence:  Not  good  as  expected;  late  corn  somewhat  chaffy,  owing  to 
heat  and  drought  in  August.  Butler:  Early  prospect  good,  but  having  no  rain  in  July  and 
August  the  crop  is  diort.  Phelps:  A  decline  in  acreage  and  injury  by  drought.  Polk:  Very 
light,  on  account  of  excessive  drought  late  in  the  season.  Caldwell:  Quality  very  good, 
and  being  gathered  in  the  best  possible  condition.  Carroll:  The  early  excessive  rains  and 
drought  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season  were  against  corn  ;  not  yielding  as  expected.  Adair: 
Good  in  quality,  but  product  not  equal  to  last  year.  Maries:  Damaged  to  some  extent  by 
flood  on  low  land,  and  not  good  on  upland.  Newton  :  On  dry  land  a  good  crop  and  sound 
corn,  but  on  wet  land  very  light.  Pemiscot:  Too  wet  for  corn;  it  could  not  get  the  cultiva- 
tion it  required.  Caldwell :  Harvested  in  most  excellent  condition.  Arew  Madrid:  Did  not 
turn  out  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the  fields  indicated.  Saint  Louis:  Cut  short  by  drought ; 
almost  an  entire  failure  in  some  localities.  Carroll:  Not  yielding  as  much  as  expected;  some 
fields  an  entire  failure;  others  extra  good,  producing  from  60  to  75  bushels  per  acre;  some 
old  fields  entirely  destroyed  by  wire-worms.  Laclede:  Injured  by  extreme  drought  in  July 
and  August. 

Kansas. — Marion :  Ears  short  and  rather  loose  on  the  cob,  and  not  yielding  as  well  as  ex- 
pected. Douglas  :  Crop  only  about  three-fourths  as  good  as  last  year ;  a  large  proportion  of 
moldy  ears,  with  tight,  dried  husks  and  rotten  cob  ;  all  fields  alike  in  this  regard  Montgom- 
ery :  Acreage  the  same,  but  yield  one-fourth  less  than  last  year ;  caused  by  drought.  Cowley : 
Yielding  well.      Labette:  Only  three-fourths  of  a  crop.       Washington:  Drier   than  on  the 
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1st  of  December  last  year,  and  quality  very  good.  Reno:  Extra  good  on  uplands  where  well 
cultivated,  but  badly  drowned  out  on  bottom-lands . 

Nebraska. — Dodge:  Acreage  considerably  less  than  last  year.  Hamilton:  Crop  seriously 
injured  by  hot  winds  and  absence  of  rain  at  time  of  maturing.  ICnox :  Some  of  the  finest  corn 
grew  on  this  year's  breaking.  Nuckolls:  A  less  area  planted,  and  yield  not  so  good  as  last 
year;  a  reduced  product  on  account  of  a  large  planting  on  sod  land.  Nemaha:  Never  so 
much  corn  in  the  crib  at  this  date,  nor  in  such  fine  condition.  Saunders:  Dry  enough  to  crib 
en  October  I ;  yield  ranging  from  5  to  50  bushels  per  acre. 

California. — Contra  Costa:  Corn  excellent  and  double  acreage  planted.  Humboldt:  But 
little  corn  raised,  except  the  early  kinds  for  table  use.  Pease  are  grown  in  place  of  corn  for 
hog  feed;  they  yield  one  and  a  half  tons  per  acre. 

New  Mexico. — Moro:  The  last  two  crops  very  poor;  nights  are  too  cold  to  produce 
corn,  but  it  is  planted  to  get  rotation  of  crops.  San  Miguel:  Nearly  all  destroyed  in  the 
southern  part  of  this  county  by  worm  in  the  ear;  the  crop  excellent  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county. 

Dakota. — Hanson:  Average  low  on  account  of  being  late- planted  on  newly-broken  land. 

COTTON. 

The  December  returns  to  this  department,  relating  to  the  cotton  crop, 
close  our  inquiries  from  the  different  counties  and  correspondents,  and  enable 
us  to  make  quite  an  accurate  computation  as  to  the  crop  of  1878. 

The  increase  of  acreage,  as  ascertained  by  this  department  last  spring, 
amounted  in  the  whole  area  to  less  than  2  per  cent,  viz,  12,056,855  acres  in 

1877  and  12,266,785  acres  in  1878,  an  increase  not  large  enough  to  materially 
affect  the  crop. 

The  Fall  returns  of  condition  were  90,  fully- equaling  that  of  the  year  1870, 
and  excelling  any  intervening  year.  Insect  injuries  were  not  reported  to  any 
great  extent,  except  in  portions  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia. 

The  increase  of  yield  is  very  decided,  being  191  pounds  of  lint  for  the  year 

1878  against  180  pounds  for  1877;  this  great  increase  is  mainly  caused  by  the 
favorable  weather  which  has  lasted  to  date,  and  the  large  yield  in  the  States 
of  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee. 

Estimating  a  bale  of  cotton  to  weigh  450  pounds  of  lint,  which  is  near  the 
average  of  all  bales  received  at  Liverpool  during  five  years,  and  not  at  460 
pounds,  the  weight  calculated  in  this  department  last  year,  we  find  the  crop 
will  be,  in  round  numbers,  5,200,000  bales. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondents  are  given: 

North  Carolina. — Greene:  Early- planted  yielded  well.  Cabarrus:  No  frost;  cotton 
maturing  prosperously.  Cleveland:  Crop  matured  at  least  twenty  days  earlier  this  season 
than  usual;  fall  favorable  for  gathering,  and  lint  very  fine  and  fiber  strong;  less  fly-wart  than 
usual.  Gaston:  Everything  favorable  to  cotton,  the  fruitfulness  of  which  is  a  subject  of  com- 
mon remark;  product  very  large  for  this  Piedmont  country  and  latitude.  Hertford:  Crop 
short;  injured  by  cold  rains  in  spring  and  early  summer,  drought  in  July  and  August,  followed 
by  floods  in  September.  Mecklenburg:  Will  equal  last  year;  three  weeks  earlier,  and  at  least 
half  the  crop  is  in  the  market  and  sold.  Rowan:  Frost  one  week  later  than  usual.  Wilson: 
Frost  has  caught  much  of  the  top  crop,  which  will  be  inferior;  low  prices  cause  much  de- 
pression among  farmers. 

South  Carolina. — Fairfield:  The  past  month  has  been  favorable  for  maturing  and  pack- 
ing, which  has  advanced  the  yield  prospects.  Greenville :  Crop  maturing  early,  so  much  sc 
that  nearly  all  will  be  gathered  by  November  15.     Clarendon :  At  least  30  per  cent,  less  than 
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last  year;  blight  and  rust,  and  to  some  extent  worms,  have  caused  the  reduction;  two-thirds 
of  crop  already  in  market.  Newberry :  The  late  season  has  increased  the  yield  on  clay  lands. 
Oconee :  Lint  not  so  good  as  last  year.  Lexington :  Frost  nipped  the  second  growth.  Union : 
Has  improved  since  last  report.  Laurens:  Killing  frost  on  October  31;  crop  15  per  cent, 
better  than  appearances  indicated  October  I.  Horry.  Much  better  average  yield  than  ex- 
pected ;  picking  has  been  good.  Orangeburg :  The  middle  crop  almost  an  entire  failure ;  some 
farmers  have  made  a  bale  of  450  pounds  to  the  acre,  while  in  other  sections  it  will  take  four 
and  even  six  acres  to  make  a  bale. 

Georgia.— Brooks:  Cotton  improved  during  the  entire  picking  season,  and  at  this  time 
nearly  the  entire  crop  is  housed,  and  two-thirds  of  it  sold.  Dooly:  A  poor  crop  ;  rust  and 
caterpillars  did  the  work.  Jasper:  Nearly  out;  lint  fine.  Jones:  About  same  as  last  year 
in  pounds  ;  quality  a  little  better  than  last  year.  Laurens :  Fine  top  crop  where  it  has  escaped 
caterpillars.  Worth :  Cut  off  by  the  worm.  Wilcox:  Most  all  ho used.  McDnffie:  Killing 
frost  on  the  19th  of  October  ;  the  month  has  been  a  delightful  one  for  gathering ;  four-fifths 
of  the  crop  has  been  gathered.  Wilkes  ;  White  frosts  on  mornings  of  November  1  and  2  ; 
what  the  late  crop  will  do  depends  on  the  weather ;  soft  bolls  frozen,  and  much  cotton  on  the 
ground  owing  to  high  winds.  Hart:  Turned  out  better  than  expected,  and  will  make  a  better 
crop  here  than  has  been  reported.  Carroll:  Weather  fine,  and  nearly  all  the  crop  gathered  in 
good  condition.  Pulaski:  Better  than  last  year,  but  poor ;  four-fifths  of  crop  gathered.  Troup: 
The  increased  acreage  and  free  use  of  fertilizers  may  increase  the  aggregate  of  the  crop. 
Stewart:  Favorable  weather  for  picking;  90  per  cent,  already  gathered,  and  balance  will  be 
picked  this  month. 

Florida.—  Hillsborough:  About  the  first  of  the  month  the  caterpillar  made  its  appearance 
and  cut  off  the  crop  ;  there  will  be  no  other  picking  than  the  one  now  making.  Leon:  Season 
earlier,  better,  and  more  uniform  than  for  years ;  not  more  than  one-eighth  of  the  crop  to 
gadier.  La  Fayette:  Caterpillars  nearly  cleaned  the  fields,  and  what  was  left  was  injured  by 
a  storm. 

Alabama. — Bald-win:  Stripped  by  caterpillars,  but  made  a  fine  quality.  Weather  unusu- 
ally fine  for  picking.  Clarke :  About  same  crop  as  last  year.  Crenshaw :  Above  average, 
and  of  first  quality;  worms  failed  to  do  much  damage  only  on  some  very  late  cotton.  Dale: 
The  best  for  years.  Calhoitn:  Has  turned  out  well,  owing  to  a  favorable  fall.  De  ICalb: 
Cotton  is  pretty  well  gathered  where  health  permitted;  above  average  product,  but  lint  not  as 
good  as  last  year;  frost  on  the  19th  (three  weeks  earlier  than  1877).  Bullock :  Fall  unusu- 
ally favorable  for  gathering,  thus  counterbalancing  the  damage  done  by  rust  and  caterpillar. 

MISSISSIPPI. — Grenada:  Picking  commenced  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual,  yet  much  loss 
in  value  and  bulk  will  grow  out  of  the  delay  in  picking,  owing  to  yellow  fever  among  the  pick- 
ers. Wilkinson:  Season  good  for  picking;  quality  superior,  as  good  as  any  I  have  ever 
seen,  if  not  better,  none  classing  below  middling.  Attala:  Bottom  crop  shortened  by  falling 
off;  middle  crop  injured  by  boll-worm. ;  top  crop  good.  Choctaw:  Injured  by  wet  weather, 
boll  worm,  and  the  caterpillar.  Jefferson:  Poor;  most  of  it  picked,  and  quality  better  than 
last  year;  frost  and  ice.  Tallahatchee :  Gathering  greatly  retarded  by  the  yellow  fever; 
fever  now  abating,  and  crop  being  rapidly  gathered.  Yazoo :  Greatly  improved  in  last  thirty 
days,  owing  to  absence  of  frost  and  full  development  of  top  crop.  AToxubee :  Seven-eighths 
of  the  crop  has  been  gathered.  Chickasazv:  Less  than  anticipated;  damaged  by  rain,  boll- 
worm,  and  caterpillar.  One  planter  cultivated  75  acres  of  bottom  land,  and  will  not  get  over 
two  bales  off  the  entire  tract;  last  year  about  1,500  pounds  of  seed-cotton  made  a  500-pound 
bale ;  this  year  it  Avill  take  1,800  pounds. 

Louisiana. — Saint  John  Baptist :  Fine  weather  for  gathering  will  greatly  increase  the  crop 
above  what  we  expected.  Bossier:  Injured  very  much  by  the  caterpillar.  Bienville :  A  short 
dry  spell  in  August,  with  the  appearance  of  the  destructive  boll-worm,  followed  quickly  by 
the  caterpillar — which  seemed  to  be  more  destructive  than  ever  for  the  short  time  at  work — 
has  caused  the  cotton-crop  to  fill  far  short  of  what  it  promised.  Caddo:  Picking  is  over;  it 
takes  2,000  pounds  of  seed-cotton  to  make  a  bale  of  500  pounds. 

TEXAS. — Coryell:  Cut  short  by  protracted  dry  weather.  Dallas  :  Quality  fine  and  greater 
part  of  crop  gathered  and  brought  to  market  unusually  early.     Hardin:  Very  little  planted; 
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matured  well  and  lint  good.  Kendall:  A  bale  to  the  acre  will  be  easily  realized;  trouble  to 
provide  pickers.  Liberty  :  Cut  short  by  rains  and  a  late  worm.  Matagorda  :  Ranges  in  yield 
from  one-half  to  one-fifth  of  a  bale  per  acre.  Somerville:  Unusually  good  for  picking ;  lint 
nice  and  sound,  and  about  75  per  cent,  saved.  Titus:  Staple  coarse  and  short;  seed  unusually 
heavy.  Trinity:  Picking  still  continues;  plants  heavily  fruited  and  some  still  growing. 
Washington :  The  lint  will  average  over  one-half  bale  per  acre,  and  the  product  for  the  county 
will  be  greater  than  last  year.  Austin:  Much  remains  in  the  field,  owing  to  low  price  ;  farm- 
ers are  having  it  picked  for  half  the  crop.  Williamson  :  Nearly  all  saved  in  good  condition; 
weather  favorable  and  quality  good;  Cherokee:  A  late  fall  and  no  frost  has  brought  the  crop 
up  at  least  io  per  cent,  in  the  last  month.  Waller:  Yielded  better  than  the  most  careful 
observer  expected.  Upshur:  Same  in  seed  cotton  as  last  year,  but  not  so  much  lint.  Red 
River:  Fall  favorable  ;  no  killing  frost  as  yet.  Bastrop :  Nearly  all  saved ;  yield  fine  and  lint 
good;  largest  crop  that  has  ever  been  raised  in  this  county.  Bexar:  All  saved  in  good  con- 
dilion.  Fayette:  Fall  favorable.  McLennan:  Have  never  known  so  little  of  the  crop  to  be 
lost ;  farmers  have  generally  been  able  to  save  it  all,  and  in  fine  condition.  Burleson :  Heaviest 
crop  ever  made  in  the  county;  nearly  all  gathered.  Madison:  Decidedly  the  best  crop  ever 
raised  in  this  county ;  being. rapidly  gathered  and  staple  fine.  Nacogdoches :  Beautiful  weather 
for  gathering;  no  frost  yet. 

Arkansas. —  Woodruff :  Having  been  injured  by  rust,  is  not  yielding  as  well  as  was  antici- 
pated. Lndependence  :  Heavy  frost  on  the  28th  ultimo;  late  season  has  made  yield  and  qual- 
ity better;  bulk  of  crop  gathered.  Marion:  Fair  quality;  opening  early,  and  weather  fine  for 
picking.  White:  A  heavy  black  frost  on  the  19th  of  October  killed  all  the  green  vegetation. 
Johnson:  Weather  favorable;  quality  clean  and  nice.  Franklin:  Fall  favorable,  and  over 
one-half  the  crop  gathered ;  cut  short  in  some  places  by  the  boll-worm.  Howard:  Two-thirds 
gathered,  and  much  better  than  was  promised  in  September.  Marion :  Bulk  of  crop  picked 
in  fine  Condition.  Stone:  Boll-worm  damaged  the  crop  materially.  Drew:  First  killing  frost 
on  1 8th  and  19th  of  October. 

Tennessee. — Fayette:  Cotton  damaged  by  rust  and  drought.  Henry:  Good.  Henderson: 
Favorable  fall  for  cotton ;  complaint  of  short  lint.  Putnam  :  Cotton  good  and  turning  out 
well;  quality  fine. 

OATS. 

The  oats  crop  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  very  large  crop  of  1877,  con- 
stituting it  the  largest  crop  ever  raised  in  this  country.  The  rate  of  increase, 
however,  is  less  than  that  of  the  acreage,  showing  that  the  average  yield  per 
acre,  on  the  whole,  is  somewhat  less  than  last  year.  The  Atlantic  slope,  north 
of  the  Chesapeake,  showed  a  decline,  especially  in  the  large  oats-producing 
regions  of  the  Middle  States.  The  southern  coast  States,  from  North  Caro- 
lina  to  Texas,  uniformly  increase  their  product,  but  the  southern  inland  States, 
as  a  whole,  fell  off.  The  West,  Northwest,  and  Pacific  States  showed  a  marked 
increase.     The  Territories  also  indicate  an  enlarged  product. 

The  quality  of  the  grain  in  most  of  the  States  is  inferior,  only  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Kansas  reporting  a  full  average.  The  minimum  quality 
appears  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  though  portions  of  the  North- 
west also  note  a  marked  deficiency  of  weight  and  other  merchantable  qualities. 

Maine. — Oxford:  Light  crop,  owing  to  drought. 

New  Hampshire.— Hillsboro  :  Nearly  all  fed  to  milch  cows. 

Vermont.— Caledonia  :  Very  fine,  better  than  last  year.  Grand  Lsle  :  Nearly  ruined  by 
June  drought  and  July  rains'.     Addison  :  Crop  light  and  inferior. 

New  York.— Albany :  Not  so  good  generally  as  last  year.  Cattaraugus:  Slight  falling 
off  in  yield  per  acre.  Montgomery :  Yield  greatly  reduced  by  dropping  from  stalk.  Genesee  : 
Yield  less  than  was  expected. 
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New  Jersey.—  Warren  :  Yield  and  quality  inferior,  but  good  growth  of  straw. 

Pennsylvania. — Bedford:  Good  yield  of  straw.  Tioga:  General  condition  good.  Elk: 
An  enormous  growth  of  straw,  but  only  an  ordinary  yield  of  grain.  Beaver :  Affected  by 
dry  weather  ;  will  not  weigh  33  pounds  per  bushel.  Westmoreland :  Drought ;  yield  varies 
in  sections,  general  condition  fair.  Butler :  Affected  by  dry  weather  in  June,  weight  light. 
Venango  :  Very  light  yield  of  grain,  but  good  growth  of  straw.  Indiana  :  Yield  better  than 
last  year  with  the  same  acreage.  Monroe:  Light.  Butler:  Light  weight.  Bucks:  Small 
yield  and  light  weight ;  not  over  25  pounds  per  bushel  on  an  average.     Sullivan  :  Average. 

Maryland. — Prince  George's:  Yield  small  and  quality  inferior.  Wicomico :  But  for  drought 
this  crop  would  have  been  the  largest  on  record.    Queen  Anne :  Badly  beaten  down  by  storms. 

Virginia. — Prince  Edward :  Growth  of  straw  very  good,  but  yield  in  grain,  owing  to  rust, 
25  per  cent,  less  than  last  year.  Campbell :  Full  average  crop  of  good  quality.  Orange : 
Seeded  unusually  well,  and  quality  superior.  Loudoun  :  Both  quantity  and  quality  below 
average ;  a  good  growth  of  straw,  but  grain  light  and  chaffy.  Madison  :  Of  fair  quality,  but 
yield  inferior.  Chesterfield:  Injured  by  rust  in  sections,  but  generally  good.  Henrico  :  Av- 
erage )ield,  and  quality  never  better.  Dinwiddle:  Average  low.  Gloucester:  Spring  oats 
almost  a  failure.  fames  City:  Winter-sown  splendid;  early  spring  very  fine.  Iting  and 
Queen;  About  equal  to  last  year.  Highlajid ;  Average.  Matthews:  Rusted.  Northamp- 
ton :  Heavy-strawed  and  light-headed. 

North  Carolina. — Person :  About  an  average,  Jacksoii :  Twenty-five  per  cent,  above 
an  average  crop.  Perquimans :  Failed.  Beaufort :  Area  larger  than  last  year,  but  very  in- 
ferior crop.  Columbus;  Suffered  much  from  rust.  Nash:  Badly  rusted.  Wilkes:  Better 
than  for  several  years.  Cherokee :  Crops  poor  for  many  years.  Gales  :  Short.  Stanley  : 
Short  crop ;  badly  sown  and  not  fertilized. 

South  Carolina. — Chesterfield:  Cut  short  by  rust.  Fairfield:  Yield  about  equal  to  last 
year,  with  increased  acreage. 

Georgia. — Cobb :  About  equal  to  last  season.  Jackson  :  Very  good.  Habersham  :  Aver- 
age.    McDnfifie :   Increased  acreage. 

Alabama.-—  Barbour :  Unusually  fine  crop,  the  red  rust-proof  variety  being  almost  exclu- 
sively sown.     Conecuh  :  Very  good  crop. 

Mississippi. — Jefferson :  Fine  crop,  25  per  cent,  better  than  last  year,  with  25  per  cent, 
increased  acreage. 

Texas. — ICendall :  Heavy  yield  and  harvested  in  fine  condition.  Red  River :  Fair  crop. 
Rockwall:  Both  yield  and  quality  injured  by  excessive  rains.  Burnet :  Increased  acreage  and 
product.  Goliad:  Large  increase.  Upshur:  Greatly  damaged  by  extremes  of  heat  and 
moisture.  The  winter  oats  sent  by  the  department  far  exceeds  all  expectations.  Washing- 
ton :  The  "rust-proof"  has  done  very  well. 

ARKANSAS.  —  Garland:  Injured  by  rain  and  rust.  Jefferson:  Very  light  crop.  Logan: 
Increased  yield.     Polk :  Good  yield. 

Tennessee.  —Bradley  :  Better  than  for  years.  Bledsoe :  Fine  crop,  not  injured  by  rust ; 
much  better  than  last  year ;  well  suited  to  this  soil  and  climate.  Bedford :  Acreage  small, 
but  very  fine  yield. 

West  Virginia.—  Braxton  :  Above  an  average  in  product  and  quality.  Greenbrier: 
Damaged  in  the  stack  by  wet  weather. 

Kentucky.—  Russell:  The  crop  was  never  better;  the  winter  oats  from  the  department 
yield  30  bushels  per  acre,  and  weigh  42  pounds  per  bushel. 

Ohio.  —Perry  :  Fine  yield  and  quality.  Morrow  :  An  increase  in  average  yield  and  acre- 
age. Erie  :  Badly  lodged  and  stacked  unbound.  Geauga  :  Very  heavy ;  yield  from  20  to  50 
bushels  per  acre. 

MICHIGAN.— Newaygo  :  The  crop  short  and  quality  poor ;  200  bushels  on  six  acres  the 
best  yield  seen  this  year.  Wexford:  Injured  by  extremely  hot  weather  about  the  time  of 
heading. 

Indiana. — De  ICalb  :  Injured  by  rust;  did  not  fill  well. 

Illinois.— Tazewell :  Largest  yield  for  years  and  quality  No.  1.     De  Kalb :  Extremely* 
well  matured.     Lee  :  A  larger  area,  but  yield  about  the  same  in  pounds  as  last  year.     Mont- 
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gomery :  Oats  fine  and  better  yield  than  for  many  years.  McLean:  Was  never  better. 
Moultrie  :  Weight  32  to  40  pounds  per  bushel.     Carroll :  Large  yield  but  light  weight. 

Wisconsin. — Calumet :   Average  yield  per  acre  about  35  bushels. 

MINNESOTA. — Rock  :  The  yield  a  fair  quality,  but  the  crop  light.  Red-wood :  A  large  crop 
and  heavy  grain,  some  weighing  41  pounds  per  bushel.     Pope  :  A  large  yield. 

Iowa. — Mitchell:  Crinkled  before  filling ;  very  light.  Hardin:  Small  yield  and  light  in 
weight.  Howard:  Weighing  lighter  than  anticipated,  yielding  from  30  to  40  bushels  per 
acre.  Marion  :  A  large  yield,  but  much  of  the  grain  of  inferior  quality.  Franklin  :  Light ; 
26  to  30  pounds  per  bushel.     Polk  :  Average  low  on  account  of  wet,  hot  season. 

Missouri. — Maries:  Very  good;  weight  about  36  pounds  per  bushel.  Cass:  Not  largely 
sown,  but  a  splendid  yield.  Warren :  The  best  in  quality  ever  raised  in  the  county.  Gentry  : 
Considerably  damaged  by  rust. 

Kansas. — Labette  :  Enormous  crop. 

Oregon. — Doug  as  :   Full  average  in  quantity. 

Dakota. — Hanson  :  Yield  fair  ;  quality  average. 

WYOMING. — Laramie:  A  wonderful  yield;  some  grew  5  feet  high. 

Utah. — Morgan  :  About  half  the  crop  destroyed  by  grasshoppers. 

BARLEY. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  barley  crop  for  the  year  1878  compared 
with  that  of  1877,  except  the  great  product  of  California,  which  will  be  double 
that  of  its  predecessor.  The  large  producing  States  of  New  York,  Wisconsin, 
and  Illinois  each  show  a  decrease  in  number  of  acres  sown  and  slight  decrease 
in  yield  per  acre,  while  Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Kansas  show  an  increase  in 
both  acres  and  yield. 

The  State  of  California,  which  is  the  largest  producing  State,  increased  her 
acreage  from  450,000  acres  to  650.000  acres  and  almost  doubled  her  yield  per 
acre.  The  total  product  for  this  year,  1878,  will  be,  in  round  numbers, 
42,000,000  bushels,  while  in  1877  the  crop  was  34,500,000. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given: 

New  York. — Genesee  :  Very  light  and  poor  crop. 

Pennsylvania. — Beaver:  Good  yield. 

Wisconsin — Fond  du  Lac :  Barley  all  discolored.  Dunn:  Badly  discolored.  Walworth: 
Of  average  quality  and  yield.  Jefferson :  Barley  marked  down  because  somewhat  discolored. 
Dodge:  Reasonably  plump,  but  badly  discolored ;  mostly  grading  as  No.  3  or  feed.  Calu- 
met: Average  yield  25  bushels  per  acre. 

Minnesota. — Rock:  Injured  more  or  less  by  rain,  and  quality  inferior.  Redwood:  A  most 
excellent  crop ;  ripened  before  the  heat  struck  it.  Pope :  The  product  of  barley  on  the  increase. 
Wadena:  Has  proved  the  most  profitabje  of  the  small  grains  this  year. 

Iowa. — Alamakee:  Good  yield  and  grain  plump  and  heavy,  but  discolored  and  rejected. 
Poik :  Filled  before  the  extremely  hot  weather,  and  quality  good. 

California. — Sonoma:  Nearly  ruined  by  the  unusually  heavy  rains  of  last  winter.  Yuba : 
Damaged  by  heavy  rains — more  than  for  years ;  yield  greatly  reduced.  San  Joaquin :  Struck 
with  rust  and  badly  shrunken;  also  foul  with  cheat  in  consequence  of  very  wet  weather  of 
past  winter.  Stanislaus  :  Too  much  rain  last  winter,  but  crop  very  large.  Tulare :  Double 
that  of  last  year.     Santa  Clara:  Best  yield  for  years. 

RYE. 

The  rye  crop  turns  out  about  one -sixth  larger  yield  than  in  1877.  The  At- 
lantic slope,  north  of  the  Potomac  River,  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  a  million 
bushels.     The  small  crop  of  the  Southern  States  shows  a  tendency  to  decline, 
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though  West  Virginia  and  Tennessee  report  increased  yields.  The  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country  report  increased  yields.  The  total  yield  amounted  to 
nearly  26,000,000  bushels. 

The  quality  of  the  crop  is  below  average  in  New  England  except  Connec- 
ticut, and  above  average  in  all  the  Middle  States  except  Delaware.  The  crop 
of  the  South,  on  the  whole,  is  inferior;  while  in  all  the  States  of  the  West. 
Northwest,  and  Pacific  slope  die  quality  is  superior,  except  in  Illinois  and 
Nebraska. 

BUCKWHEAT. 

This  crop  shows  very  little  change  from  last  year.     In  many  parts  of  the 
country  there  were  complaints  of  injury  from  the  extreme  heat  and  drought. 
The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given : 

New  York.— Montgomery:  Full  average  crop;  early  sown  yielding  20  to  40  bushels  per 
acre,  while  that  seeded  late  produced  100  bushels  and  more  per  acre. 

New- JERSEY.—  Warren:  Good  quality,  but  light  yield  and  poor  straw. 

Pennsylvania  — Yotk:  Seriously  affected  by  hot,  dry  weather.  Indiana:  The  most  in- 
ferior crop  we  have  ever  had.  Tioga :  Good  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  Sullivan :  About 
average.     Beaver:  Turned  out  better  than  was  expected. 

Maryland.— Montgomery  ;  Large  yield  and  quality  good. 

Virginia.— Spottsylvania :  Favorable  sessona  nd  large  crop.  Chesterfield:  The  largest 
crop  we  have  ever  raised,  and  in  fine  condition. 

West  Virginia. — Morgan  :  Reduced  to  a  half  crop  or  less  by  summer  drought. 

Ohio. — Medina:  Cut  short  one-half  by  dry  weather.  Vinton:  A  short  crop,  caused  by 
drought  in  August.  Coshocton:  Many  fields  entirely  ruined  by  extreme  heat  in  August  and 
September.  Geauga:  A  fair  crop,  but  not  much  grown.  Morrow:  Fine.  Carroll:  Almost 
ruined  by  drought. 

Michigan. — Hillsdale:  Did  not  fill  well  on  account  of  extremely  hot  weather,  thippeiva: 
Has  done  finely,  and  will  soon  be  raised  as  a  general  crop.  Emmet:  Nearly  an  entire  failure 
from  drought. 

Indiana. — Dearborn:  Nearly  a  complete  failure.  Decatur:  Above  an  average  crop. 
Orange:  The  silver-hulled  buckwheat  sent  by  the  department  an  entire  failure.  Shelby:  The 
largest  crops  yet  raised ;  quality  superior. 

ILLINOIS. — Bureau:  Some  fields  very  good;  others  seem  to  be  blasted.  Clark:  Badly 
damaged  by  excessive  heat.  White:  Cut  off  by  drought.  Macon:  A  failure  on  account  of. 
being  largely  sown  on  low  land.  Ogle :  Not  in  favor  with  farmers,  and  not  much  raised.. 
Winnbago :  Shortened  by  drought.     De  Kalb :  A  failure ;  heat  prevented  the  grain  from  filling. 

Wisconsin. — Dunn:  Injured  by  hot,  damp  weather  of  July;  yields  of  1,  2,  and  3  bushels- 
per  acre  reported,  but  the  bulk  of  the  crop  uncut.  Walworth :  Only  half  a  crop.  Waukesha : 
Injured  by  drought.  Brown:  But  little  that  yields  over  5  or  6  bushels  per  acre;  injured  at. 
flowering  time  by  excessive  heat. 

Minnesota. — Polk:  The  early  sown  did  unusually  well;  the  late  sown  a  total  failure.. 
Houston:  Injured  by  early  frosts.  Redwood:  Light  yield;  damaged  by  early  frost.  Pope:: 
Culture  increasing  and  yield  good. 

Iowa. — Delaware:  Injured  by  hot  weather,  which  caused  blight.  Polk:  A  fine  promise,, 
but  injured  by  an  early  frost.  Montgomery:  Too  dry  for  buckwheat  at  time  of  sowing.. 
Hozvard:  The  cultivation  decreasing  every  year.  Mitchell:  Killed  by  frost.  Jones:  Spoiled, 
by  early  frost;  but  little  harvested.  Hamilton:  Killed  by  frost  in  September.  Appanoose: 
Entirely  destroyed  by  frost.  Jones:  Badly  injured  by  frost.  Polk:  Badly  frosted.  Craw- 
ford: Destroyed  by  drought,  blight,  and  frost. 

Missouri. — Benton:  No  buckwheat  on  account  of  hot,  dry  weather.  Chariton:  Good. 
Vernon  :  No  buckwheat  on  account  of  drought. 

KANSAS. — Kingman:  Blighted  by  dry  weather,  and  will  not  pay  for  harvesting.     Neosho:: 
2   C 
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Nearly  a  failure  ;  cause,  dry  weather.  Lincoln:  All  blasted  by  the  heat  of  July,  August,  and 
September.  Labette:  Short  for  want  of  rain.  Atchison:  Killed  by  heat  at  blooming  time. 
Montgomery :  Almost  a  failure. 

Nebraska. — Hamilton:  Crew  over  4  feet  high;  grain  good,  but  only  about  5  per  cent, 
filled.     Boone:  Injured  by  frost.     Platte:  Killed  by  frost. 

POTATOES. 

The  returns  of  December  of  the  potato  crop  show  no  change  from  the 
estimates  made  in  November,  and  there  is  a  large  decline  in  the  product  for 
this  year  as  compared  with  1877. 

The  acreage  planted  was  within  a  small  per  cent,  the  same  as  last  year,  the 
difference  being  less  than  one  per  cent.  The  New  England  and  Middle 
States  fell  off  in  product  nearly  one-third;  the  South  Atlantic  States  increased 
their  small  yield  of  1877;  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  decreased  about 
one-fourth;  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  show  a  decided  increase  in 
product.  The  leading  complaint  was  the  extreme  heat,  which  especially 
affected  the  late  plantings;  in  some  places  it  was  combined  with  drought,  and 
in  others  with  excessive  moisture,  causing  rot.  The  average  yield  for  the 
whole  country  will  be  69  bushels  per  acre,  against  94  bushels  in  1877,  thus 
making  a  total  product,  in  round  numbers,  of  124,000,000  bushels  for  1878, 
against  170,000,000  in  1877. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondents  are  given : 

Maine. — PiscoJaquis :  Smallest  crop  for  years  owing  to  a  decrease  in  acreage,  rust,  and 
rot.     Sagadahoc:  Lightest  crop  we  have  had  for  some  years ;    drought  and  bugs  the  cause. 

New  Hampshire. — G?'afton:  General  condition  very  low,  attributable  to  bugs  and  rust. 
Cheshire:  Poorest  crop  for  many  years;  blasted,  rotted,  and  eaten  by  bugs.  Stafford: 
Greatly  lessened  in  quantity  and  materially  injured  in  quality  by  the  ravages  of  bugs.  Sulli- 
van :  Promised  well  early  in  the  season,  but  beetle,  grub- worm,  and  rust  have  wrecked  the 
crop. 

Vermont. — Essex:  One-fourth  of  the  crop  rotted;  in  many  places  more. 

New  York. — Pochland:  Very  poor,  not  more  than  half  a  crop.  Genesee:  Seriously  affected 
by  blight,  and,  since  digging,  by  decay.  Madison:  Rotted  badly.  Saint  La-wrence:  Gen- 
eral condition  below  an  average.  WasJiington  :  Product  small,  quality  good,  and  price  fair. 
Westc/iester:  Indifferent  yield;  did  not  grow  after  the  middle  of  July;  vines  turned  yellow 
and  died.  Albany:  Very  poor.  Gre,  xe:  The  poorest  for  many  years;  some  fields  hardly 
worth  digging.  Saratoga:  In  the  west  and  south  of  the  county  almost  a  failure ;  many  fields 
not  returning  the  seed;  we  will  realize  about  one-third  of  usual  crop.  Warren :  Early  varieties 
nearly  a  failure;  general  yield  about  50  per  cent,  of  last  year,  with  still  lower  average  in 
quality.  En  I  ton :  The  poorest  crop  ever  known  in  the  county;  rust  and  bugs.  Wyoming: 
Suffered  from  late  spring  frosts,  beetle,  and  blight,  and  have  rotted  badly  since  harvest. 
Osage:  An  unusually  productive  year  for  all  crops  but  potatoes,  which  are  a  failure. 

New  Jersey. — Bzirlington:  Generally  a  poor  yield.      Warren:  Shortened  by  drought. 

Pennsylvania. — Perry:  Affected  by  dry  season.  Armstrong:  Not  more  than  50  per 
cent,  of  our  usual  crop,  owing  to  drought  during  July  and  August.  Beaver :  Very  small  yield 
and  poor  quality.  York:  Affected  by  extremely  hot,  dry  weather.  Clearfield:  Not  more 
than  half  a  crop,  and  that  inclined  to  rot  badly.  Elk :  Very  light  yield,  small  in  size,  and  of 
inferior  quality.  Indiana :  Product  greatly  reduced  by  drought  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber; small,  and  generally  indifferent.  Lawrence:  Failure  throughout  the  county.  Erie: 
About  half  of  last  year's  crop.     Lycoming:  Not  more  than  half  a  crop. 

Maryland. — Montgomery :  Product  greater  than  last  year;  quality  about  equal.  Worces- 
ter: Very  good  crop. 
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VIRGINIA. -Prince  William:  Affected  by  dry  weather  during  September  and  early  part  of 
October;  yield  below  an  average,  but  quality  good.  Fluvanna;  Very  good.  Mecklenburg ' 
Product  of  early  planted  very  fine,  but  yield  of  fall  crop  much  below  expectations.  Stottsyl 
vama:  Fine  crop  and  favorable  season.  York:  Small  yield,  owing  to  continued  drought 
Northampton :  Very  short ;  prevented  from  coming  up  by  continued  dry  weather.  Campbell  • 
Very  fine  m  quality.  Orange:  About  equal  to  last  year's  crop.  Dinwiddle:  We  have  the 
finest  crop  ever  harvested  in  this  county.  Highland:  In  some  localities  almost  a  failure  on 
account  of  rot;  early  crop  did  well;  free  from  rot.  King  and  Queen:  Finest  for  several 
years.  Roanoke:  The  quality  is  finer  than  I  have  ever  known,  with  large  yield,  and  not 
injured  by  beetle. 

North  Carolina.— Hertford:  An  abundant  crop.     Person :  Unusually  fine. 

South  Carolina.— Lexington :  First  crop  good,  second  slightly  inferior,  giving  an  average 
of  about  ioo. 

GEORGIA.—  Dooley :  Decidedly  the  finest  crop  since  I862.  Elbert:  Full  average,  still  green 
and  growing.  Jefferson:  Fine  crop.  McDuffie :  Best  for  six  years.  Floyd:  Damaged  by 
drought. 

ALABAMA.— Calhoun  :  Fine  yield;  have  raised  the  second  crop  from  the  same  ground,  of 
the  Beauty  of  Hebron;  yield  not  equal  to  spring  crop,  owing  to  poor  stand;  planted  one  week 
after  digging,  and  many  did  not  come  up. 

MISSISSIPPI.— Grenada  :  Full  average.  Jefferson  :  About  equal  in  quality  and  condition  to 
last  year. 

TEXAS.— Coryell:  Cut  short  fully  40  per  cent,  by  dry  weather.  Dallas:  Seriously  affected 
by  drought.  Liberty:  Increased  acreage  in  this  crop,  but  the  experiment  prove  1  unsuccess- 
ful; all  rotted.  Austin:  Fall  crop  very  promising,  though  it  has  been  affected  by  late  dry 
weather. 

Tennessee. — Bloitnt :  Seriously  affected  by  continued  drought.  Putnam :  Well  matured; 
crop  never  better. 

West  Virginia.—  Braxton:  The  product  of  Irish  potatoes  less  than  last  year,  the  quality 
an  average.  Pendleton:  Below  an  average  yield,  and  rotting  badly.  Doddridge:  Injured  by 
second  growth. 

Kentucky.—  Cumberland:  A  good  year  for  both  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes.  Lewis:  Sweet 
potatoes  improved  by  recent  dry  weather. 

Ohio.—  Medina :  A  great  quantity  produced,  but  there  is  a  general  complaint  of  rot. 
Seneca :  Potatoes  worth  from  T5  to  80  cents  per  bushel,  and  being  shipped  into  the  county 
from  abroad.  Vinton  :  Crop  short,  owing  to  drought  in  August.  Coshocton :  Materially  in- 
jured by  extreme  heat  in  August  and  September.  Pcny:  The  average  far  below  last  year; 
some  damage  in  places  by  bugs.  Ashtabula:  A  very  poor  crop,  except  the  Early  Rose.  Late 
potatoes  an  utter  failure,  but  few  in  a  hill  and  half  of  them  rotten.  Geauga :  Early  varieties 
fair,  but  small  in  size;  late  varieties  almost  a  failure  and  rotting  badly.  Lorain:  Scarcely 
half  a  crop.  Pickaway:  Early  potatoes  good  in  yield  and  quality;  late  crop  not  so  large  a 
yield,  but  as  good  in  quality  as  last  year.  Morrow:  In  some  localities  a  reasonable  crop;  in 
others  near  by  not  worth  digging.  Potatoes  did  best  on  rolling  loamy  soil.  Scioto:  Both 
early  and  late  potatoes  affected  by  drought. 

Michigan. — Calhoun  :  Injured  by  extremely  wet  weather  early  in  the  season.  Saginaw: 
Have  commenced  to  rot,  and  fears  are  entertained  of  great  loss.  Bay:  Twenty-five  per  cent. 
of  the  crop  has  rotted  since  September  I.  Delta:  Season  favorable  to  ripening;  of  this  crop 
but  little  is  raised,  and  that  of  early  varieties.  Hillsdale:  Quite  small,  but  good.  Mason: 
Late  potatoes  not  as  good  as  the  early  planted.  Chippewa  :  Extra  good  in  quality,  but  short 
yield.  Wayne:  Almost  burned  up  by  the  heat  of  Julv  and  August,  and  not  more  than  half 
a  crop,  but  quality  very  good.     Emmet :  A  very  poor  yield. 

Indiana. —  Wabash:  Irish  potatoes  small,  scarce,  and  rotting  badly;  not  an  average  crop 
planted.  Decatur:  Season  unfavorable;  crop  short.  Switzerlaiul ;  Improved  since  last  re- 
port. Hendricks:  Crop  cut  short  by  dry  weather  early  in  the  season.  Marion:  Very  light; 
part  of  the  crop  not  worth  the  expense  of  digging. 

Illinois. — Carroll:   The  late  planted  a  light  crop.      Clark:    Quality  good,  but  product 
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reduced,  and  potatoes  small;  in  some  places  they  have  rotted  in  the  ground.  Hardin  :  Reduced 
acreage;  a  bad  stand  and  small  yield.  White:  Cut  short  by  drought.  Johnson:  Scarce  on 
account  of  bugs  and  dry  weather.  Ogle :  Fewer  and  smaller  than  last  year.  Logan :  Better 
in  yield  and  quality  than  was  expected  a  month  ago.  Tazewell :  Late  potatoes  a  light  crop, 
but  of  good  size  and  excellent  quality.  Winnebago:  Late  potatoes  shortened  by  drought. 
Morgan:  Injured  by  drought.  Union:  Sweet  potatoes  formerly  a  staple  crop,  but  about 
abandoned  on  account  of  shrinkage  in  product  and  price.  Boone:  Very  near  a  failure;  worth 
50  cents  a  bushel. 

Wisconsin7. — Jackson:  Crop  destroyed  to  a  large  extent  by  Colorado  beetles — came  sud- 
denly and  farmers  were  not  prepared  for  them.  Milwaukee:  A  large  portion  of  early  pota- 
toes rotted  on  account  of  wet  spring.  The  dry  weather  of  July,  August,  and  September  ma- 
terially diminished  the  late  erop.  Walworth:  "Potatoes  few  and  small."  Adams:  Injured 
by  rain. 

Minnesota.  —  Washington:  Injured  in  quality  by  Colorado  beetles.  Rock:  Smooth  and 
dry,  and  free  from  injury  by  worms.  Kandiyohi:  Suffered  from  the  Colorado  beetle,  but  the 
season  more  than  matched  them. 

Iowa. — Polk:  Irish  potatoes  poor  in  yield  and  quality. 

Missouri. — Benton:  Late  potatoes  a  short  crop.  Chariton:  Irish  potatoes  suffered  from 
drought;  sweet  potatoes  generally  destroyed  by  insects  when  planted.  Jeffoson:  Early 
potatoes  turned  out  well,  but  took  the  rot  after  being  gathered.  Ripley:  Late  potatoes  cut 
short  by  drought.  Vernon:  No  late  potatoes  on  account  of  drought.  Lawrence:  Badly 
rotten  on  some  farms,  on  others  not  hurt.  Caldwell :  Quality  very  poor,  and  potatoes  small; 
seem  to  have  wilted  in  the  dry,  hot  ground.  Carroll :  Vines  killed  by  dry,  hot  weather  of 
August  and  September;  all  late  potatoes  damaged;  quality  and  quantity  much  below  an  aver- 
age. Maries:  Irish  potatoes  plenty  but  small ;  sweet  potatoes  never  better,  but  raised  on  a 
small  scale.  Newton :  The  early  planted  and  well- cultivated  a  fair  yield  and  of  good  quality; 
the  late  planted  everywhere  inferior. 

Kansas. — Marion:  Late  potatoes  a  failure.  Douglas:  Late  potatoes  a  failure;  early  pota- 
toes good.  Owing  to  drought  late  potatoes  are  small  and  few  in  a  hill.  Montgomery  :  Almost 
a  total  failure.  Cowley:  Irish  potatoes  scarce  and  worth  40  cents  per  bushel;  sweet  potatoes 
80  cents  per  bushel.  Labette:  Irish  potatoes  injured  by  drought.  Cloud:  Crop  injured  by 
wet  weather  in  July,  and  not  an  average  in  either  product  or  quality. 

Nebraska. — Knox:  Some  very  fine  sweet  potatoes  raised  this  year. 

California. — Contra  Costa:  Early  potatoes  very  fine.  Sono?na:  Potatoes  blighted  in 
this  region.  Plumas:  Potatoes  injured  by  a  hard  horny  worm  boring  the  potatoes,  and  in 
some  cases  killing  the  vines. 

Oregon. — Multnomah:  Crop  did  not  yield  as  well  as  usual  on  account  of  a  very  dry  sea- 
son; the  late  planted  scarcely  came  up.  Tillamook:  By  far  the  best  crop  for  six  years. 
Tubers  sound  and  heaithy  and  no  blight.      Clackamas :  Crop  light  but  quality  good. 

SWEET    POTATOES. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington:  Fine  crop;  quality,  though  not  superlative,  is  good ;  favorable 
weather  for  gathering,  and  price  lower  than  I  ever  knew  it. 

Virginia. — Northampto?i :  Early  digging  poor,  but  late  pretty  fair.  Halifax:  Best  crop 
for  years ;  yield  large  and  quality  excellent. 

North  Carolina. — Hertford:  Poor  crop.  Greene  :  Very  good.  Wilson :  Best  crop  for 
several  years. 

South  Carolina. — Lexington:  Fine  in  both  product  and  quality.  Horry:  General  con- 
dition never  better. 

Georgia. — Fannin  :  Small  yield,  but  large  in  size  and  of  excellent  quality.  Jones  :  Both 
product  and  quality  good.  Worth :  Seriously  injured  by  excessive  rains  ;  vines  have  run  to 
the  length  of  30  feet.  Jefferson  :  Injured  by  too  much  rain.  Coffee :  Very  fine  crop  ;  selling 
at  \i\  cents  per  bushel.      Troup  :  Severely  injured  by  continued  hot,  dry  wreather. 

Alabama. — Baldwin:  Suffered  for  want  of  late  rains.  Clarke:  Yield  cut  short  by  dry 
fall.      Crenshaw:    Full  average  crop. 
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Mississippi.— Grenada  :  Full  average  yield  of  good  quality. 

TEXAS.—  Dallas :  Very  seriously  affected  by  drought.  Austin  :  Will  be  a  very  heavy  crop. 
Upshur:  Full  average.      Fayette:  Average  of  the  two  crops  is  fair. 

West  Virginia. — Braxfon :  Increased  product  and  good  quality. 

Tennessee. — Henry :  Small  yield  on  account  of  an  excess  of  rain.  Putnam :  Well  ma- 
tured and  exceedingly  fine,  never  better.  Montgomery :  All  dug,  and  yield  about  30  per  cent, 
better  than  last  year. 

Nebraska..— Saunders:  Good  in  yield  and  quality;  but  little  cultivated. 

HAY. 

The  conditions  of  growth  in  nearly  all  the  States  during  1878  were  remark- 
ably favorable  to  grass  crops.  The  result  is  shown  in  a  hay  product  over  20 
per  cent,  greater  than  last  year.  The  only  States  that  fell  short  were  New 
Hampshire,  Maryland,  Michigan,  and  Illinois,  and  in  these  the  deficiency  is 
small. 

The  quality  of  the  crop  was  also  above  average  in  all  the  States  except 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Kentucky, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Iowa. 

MAINE. — Piscataquis  :  The  product  is  large.  Cumberland :  Average  low,  l}t  to  2  tons 
per  acre.      Waldo:   Crop  good. 

New  York.  —  Genesee:  Yield  very  large,  but  quality  inferior ;  abundant  crop  for  winter 
feeding.     Saint  Lawrence  :  A  large  yield  and  well  secured. 

Pennsylvania.—  Elk:  Extra  crop.     Jefferson:  Good  average. 

Maryland. — Montgomery:  Largest  yield  for  years  with  average  quality.  Frederick:  An 
excellent  crop. 

Virginia. — Henrico:  Unusually  fine  crop.  Spottsylvania  :  An  abundant  yield.  Halifax: 
Product  large  and  saved  in  excellent  condition.  Greenville:  Crop  good  and  weather  favor- 
able for  securing.  Dinwiddle :  Best  ever  raised  in  the  county.  Highland  ;  Abundant  yield, 
though  quality  is  under  average.  Princess  Anne :  Large  crop  well  saved.  King  and  Queen: 
Some  wet  weather  while  curing,  but  an  average  crop. 

Georgia. — Carroll :  Finest  crop  ever  made  here,  and  saved  in  good  condition. 

Alabama. — Barbour  :  Have  saved  50  tons  from  native  grasses  on  prepared  lands,  and  real- 
ized $20  per  ton  for  what  I  had  to  sell. 

Mississippi. — Choctaw :  An  abundance  saved,  but  generally  native  grasses. 

Texas. — Liberty:  Increased  interest  in  the  curing  of  this  crop;  very  good  yield.  Titus: 
Splendid  in  both  yield  and  quality ;  much  of  the  crop  lost  on  account  of  heavy  rains.  Austin  : 
Heaviest  yield  for  years;  an  immense  quantity  saved.  Bexar:  Never  a  better  crop;  large 
amount  saved;  worth  $7  per  ton. 

Tennessee. — Henry:   Largest  crop  ever  saved.     Montgomery:  About  equal  to  last  year. 

West  Virginia. — Marion  :  Hay  and  fodder  very  plenty,  and  great  quantities  of  old  hay 
on  hand.  Morgan  :  More  than  an  avearge  crop.  Braxton  :  The  product  not  so  large  as  last 
year,  but  the  quality  much  better.     Pendleton  :  Hay  and  pasturage  never  better. 

Kentucky. — Fayette :  Crop  well  grown  before  the  drought,  which  gave  a  fine  harvest 
season. 

Ohio.— Perry :  Yield  and  quality  excellent.  Geauga  :  A  fine  crop  and  of  good  quality. 
Pickaway:  A  large  crop  and  about  the  same  as  last  year.  Morrow :  Rather  wet  during  har- 
vest ;  prices  low.     Scioto  :  Saved  in  better  condition  than  usual 

Michigan. — Delta :  Grass  made  nearly  a  full  growth  before  dry  weather  set  in ;  harvest 
favorable.  Chippewa  :  Reduced  in  quantity  but  of  extra  quality.  Newaygo  :  Fine  crop, 
but  not  all  well  secured.  PLoughton:  Light.  Leelenaw:  Light  crop.  Saint  Joseph:  Crop 
large  and  good. 

INDIANA.  —  Wabash  :  Hay  and  fall  pasture  good.      Whitley  :  Pasture  good. 
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Illinois. — Bureau:  The  crop  unusually  good.  Hardin  :  Less  than  an  average  crop  saved 
owing  to  frequent  heavy  rains  at  harvest.  Johnson  :  Stood  too  long  before  cutting.  Ogle : 
A  large  yield  and  generally  of  good  quality.      Greene  :  Pastures  short  on  account  of  dry  fall. 

Wisconsin. — Jackson :  Weather  wet  at  harvest  and  much  of  the  hay  spoiled;  generally 
light  except  clover.  Dunn:  Thousands  of  tons  lost  by  heavy  rains  in  July;  wild  hay  suf- 
fered equally.  Green  Lake:  Injured  by  hot  weather  at  and  since  the  time  of  cutting.  Rich- 
land:  Less  clover  raised  than  usual.  Columbia:  Very  much  injured  during  the  haying 
season,  and  also  in  the  stack,  by  heavy  and  continued  rains.  Walworth:  Hay  and  pastures 
were  never  better.  Outagamie :  Fail  pasture  abundant.  Monroe:  Large  crop,  but  not  well 
secured;  25  per  cent,  injured  by  rains  in  harvest. 

Minnesota. — Ramsey :  Damaged  by  storms  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  July.  Wash- 
ington: Badly  injured  by  rains  at  the  time  of  cutting.  Goodhue:  Suffered  serious  damage 
during  hay-making  season  from  frequent  rains.  Polk :  Crop  very  large,  but  large  quantities 
burned  this  fall,  leaving  a  short  supply.  Houston:  Good  crop,  but  badly  damaged  by  wet 
weather  during  harvest.  Rock:  Unusually  heavy  and  mostly  well  secured.  Kandiyohi:  A 
good  growth,  but  too  coarse  to  be  of  good  quality.  Olmsted:  Half  the  crop  lost  through  wet 
weather. 

Iowa. — Polk:  Yield  and  quality  good.  Johnson:  About  40  per  cent,  above  an  average 
crop,  when  compared  with  several  years,  but  no  better  than  last  year.  Howard:  Injured  by 
rain  while  being  cut,  and  also  in  the  stack  since.  Mitchell:  Badly  damaged  by  rain  while 
being  secured.  Plymouth:  Prairie  grass  is  the  hay  crop  of  this  county.  Kossuth:  Tame  hay 
very  heavy,  but  damaged  in  curing;  prairie  hay  very  fine.  Marion:  A  large  surplus  at 
nominal  prices. 

Missouri. — Chaiiton:  An  average  yield  and  put  up  in  fine  condition.  Polk:  Matured 
well.  Adair:  Better  quality  and  as  heavy  as  last  year.  Maries :  Some  timothy  meadows 
damaged  by  standing  too  long,  but  red-top  or  herd's-grass  mostly  grown  here;  all  harvested 
in  good  condition.  jVewton:  A  fair  crop  and  quality  good.  Phelps:  German  millet  raised  to 
some  extent  for  fodder;  it  yields  as  high  as  6  tons  per  acre.  It  is  usually  sown  on  wheat 
lands  immediately  after  harvest. 

Kansas. — Montgomery:  An  unusually  fine  crop  secured  in  fine  condition.  Washi?igtou: 
Eight  acres  of  German  millet,  on  high  prairie,  sown  early  in  May,  grew  6  feet  high,  producing  50 
bushels  of  seed  and  2%  tons  of  hay  per  acre  ;  it  will  produce  more  stock  feed  than  any  other 
crop. 

Nebraska. — Hamilton  :  Only  wild  grass  hay;  it  grew  very  large. 

California. — Contra  Costa:  Very  large  crop,  but  weedy.  San  Diego:  Injured  by  late 
rains. 

New  Mexico. — Santa  Pe:  Our  hay  all  wild,  from  the  grama  grasses  of  the  prairie.  San 
Miguel :  The  wild  hay  light  from  lack  of  rain.  ' 

Wyoming. — Laramie:  Wild  hay  cut  in  enormous  quantities;  prices  lower  than  ever  known 
before. 

Dakota. — Grant:  Tame  hay  not  yet  grown  in  this  county. 

SORGHUM. 

This  crop  is  receiving  increased  attention,  especially  in  the  trans-Mississippi 
States  and  Territories,  where  the  results  of  the  year's  culture  are  noted  by- 
different  correspondents  as  very  satisfactory.  On  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  a  considerable  increase.  Virginia  reports  a  product  41 
per  cent,  greater  than  in  1877.  The  eastern  slope  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
shows  a  decline.  A  variety  called  the  "redhead"  is  growing  in  favor  with  the 
farmers  of  South  Carolina.  In  the  West,  the  Minnesota  Amber  cane  has  pro- 
duced the  most  satisfactory  results.  In  Stearns  County,  Minnesota,  this 
variety  is  reported  as  yielding  as  high  as  300  gallons  of  sirup  per  acre.     Dela- 
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ware  County,  Iowa,  manufactured  over    100,000  gallons  of  sorghum  sirup 
during  the  year,  and  found  a  steady  home  demand  for  the  whole/ 

VIRGINIA. — Greenville:  That  grown  from  seed  sent  from  the  department  proves  to  be  very 
fine 

South  Carolina.— Spartanburg :  The  cultivation  of  this  crop  is  increasing;  with  the 
evaporators  the  quality  of  sirup  is  very  good,  and  the  color  similar  to  New  Orleans  molasses. 

Georgia.— Jackson :  Large  crop,  and  sirup  selling  at  30  and  40  cents  per  gallon. 

FLORIDA.— Stiwannee:  Increasing  in  favor,  and  will  be  grown  much  more  extensively  next 
season;  will  average  400  gallons  per  acre  on  cowpenned  land. 

Alabama— Dale :  Finest  crop  ever  raised  in  the  county.  Barbour:  Declining  in  favor,  on 
account  of  its  exhaustive  properties  to  land;  acreage  decreasing. 

Texas.— Rusk :  Two  years  ago  this  was  extensively  grown  here,  but  very  little  is  now  raised, 
being  superseded  by  the  Louisiana  ribbon-cane,  which  is  worth  30  to  50  cents  per  gallon. 
Williamson:  Extensively  raised ;  the  Honduras  cane  is  generally  preferred;  yield  per  acre 
from  95  to  150  gallons.  Washington:  They  who  have  experimented  with  this,  claim  that  it 
does  well  in  this  climate  and  is  a  paying  crop.  The  acreage  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  prom- 
ises to  be  an  important  industry. 

Arkansas. — Ashley  :  The  farmers  of  this  county  are  beginning  to  raise  extensively  the  rib- 
bon variety;  several  small  mills  are  now  in  operation;  the  yield  is  from  200  to  300  gallons  per 
acre,  and  sells  for  50  cents  per  gallon. 

Illinois. —  Tazewell:  Large  yield  and  making  good  molasses.  Hamilton:  Cut  short  by 
drought.     Bureau:  Cane  yield  about  as  usual,  but  sirup  yield  decreased. 

Minnesota. — Swift :  The  Amber  sugar-cane  introduced  a  year  ago,  and  has  proved  val- 
uable; this  year  it  has  produced  from  75  to  150  gallons  of  excellent  sirup  per  acre.  Meeker: 
Amber  cane  has  been  extensively  raised,  and  with  good  results.  Stearns:  Minnesota  Early 
Amber  sugar-cane  far  ahead  of  old  kinds.  The  highest  authenticated  yield  was  257  gallons  of 
sirup,  the  product  of  135  square  rods  of  land.  Redzoood :  Very  good  where  made  before  frost; 
sirup  excellent.  Le  Sueur:  Quantity  raised  very  great;  too  much  for  the  machinery  to  work 
up,  and  hence  some  will  be  lost.  Pope:  Doing  well.  Scott:  Above  average;  Amber  cane  has 
made  some  sugar,  but  was  mostly  worked  into  molasses. 

Iowa. — Louisa:  A  considerable  crop  in  this  county,  and  the  sirup  of  good  quality.  Dela- 
ware: Crop  increasing  each  year;  not  less  than  100,000  gallons  manufactured  in  the  county 
this  season,  and  the  demand  for  sirup  equals  the  production.  Polk:  Below  an  average; 
caused  by  too  much  rain,  followed  by  dry  weather.  Lee:  A  large  crop;  juice  better  than 
usual.     Marion:  A  good  crop,  but  injured  by  September  frosts;  much  will  not  be  worked. 

Missouri. — Chariton:  Sorghum  excellent.  Phelps:  Never  better  than  this  year,  and  an 
increased  amount  planted.  Ripley:  The  Amber  cane  a  great  success.  Vernon:  Juice  uncom- 
monly rich;   210  gallons  of  good  sirup  from  i}{  acres. 

Kansas. — Kingman:  Does  best  in  dry  weather;   some  fields  produce  80  gallons  per  acre. 

Nebraska. — Platte:  Partially  killed  by  frost. 

Dakota. — Hanson:  Was  never  better,  making  a  No.  1  sirup;  common  varieties  have  been 
discarded  for  the  Minnesota  Amber  cane. 

Utah. — JCane  :  Yield  good  where  pure  seed  was  planted;  the  Chinese  sugar-cane  the  best. 

TOBACCO. 

The  crop  of  the  present  year  has  been  secured  under  exceptionally  auspi- 
cious conditions  of  weather;  the  bright  open  days  of  September  favoring  the 
growth,  while  the  unusuai  delay  of  severe  frost  enabled  the  plant  to  mature 
thoroughly  before  the  knife  was  applied.  Of  the  large  producing  States, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts  report  an  improvement 
in  quality.  Twelve  States,  representing  the  bulk  of  the  total  production  of  the 
country,  report  the  product,  compared  with  last  year,  as  follows  : 
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Kentucky,  60;  Virginia,  73;  Missouri,  56;  Tennessee,  53;  Ohio,  90;  Mary- 
land, 84;  Indiana,  83;  North  Carolina,  89;  Pennsylvania,  86;  Illinois,  50; 
Connecticut,  86;  Massachusetts,  95 

The  following  notes  are  taken  from  our  November  returns  : 

Maryland. — Montgomery :  Finer  yield  than  last  year,  with  average  quality.  Calvert: 
Below  an  average  in  quantity,  but  the  quality  is  better  than  for  years.  Charles  :  Acreage  25 
per  cent,  below  an  average,  but  quality  good. 

Virginia. — Fluvanna  :  Excellent  crop.  Henry .-  Fair  yield  and  fine  quality.  Mecklen- 
burg :  The  quality  is  greatly  superior  to  that  of  last  year;  season  favorable  for  maturing 
and  securing  the  crop.  Spottsy Ivania :  Quality  superior,  but  very  small  acreage,  the  latter 
the  result  of  ruinously  low  prices.  Halifax:  Crop  shortened  by  scarcity  of  plants,  unpro- 
pitious  early  growing  season,  and  low  prices.  Quality  generally  good.  Campbell:  That 
portion  of  the  crop  which  was  planted  in  good  season  ripened  very  well,  and  is  rich  and  waxy. 
Orange:  The  average  of  the  crop  in  my  county  this  season  does  not  exceed  one-fourth  of 
that  of  last  year.  Dinwiddle :  Acreage  much  smaller  than  last  year,  but  quality  better. 
Good  crop,  but  the  price  is  so  ruinously  low  that  the  farmers  are  almost  bankrupt.  Craig  : 
Greatly  impaired  by  excessive  rains  and  high  water.  Henry  :  Reduced  yield,  owing  to  scar- 
city of  plants,  but  the  quality  is  better  than  for  some  years.  Louisa  :  The  acreage  much  less 
than  last  year,  but  both  yield  and  quality  better.  Pittsylvania:  Although  the  crop  is  smallei 
than  last  season  the  quality  is  much  superior,  and  will  realize  more  money.  Prince  Edward : 
Acreage  one-third  kss  than  average;  quality  fully  100.  Madison:  Very  heavy,  but  crop 
small.     Brunswick  :  Acreage  small  but  quality  superior ;  favorable  weather  for  housing. 

North  Carolina. — Greenville :  Product  greatly  reduced  by  hailstorms  throughout  the 
county,  but  quality  very  superior.  Person  :  Yield  reduced  by  hailstorms  in  the  spring  to  a 
little  below  last  year,  but  quality  above ;  matured  well  on  the  hills.  Wayne :  Not  yet 
secured,  but  favorable  indications  for  a  fine  crop.  Increased  acreage  is  anticipated  for  next 
season.  Alamance :  Smaller  acreage  than  last  year,  but  yield  heavier  per  acre;  cured  up 
better,  and  is  of  finer  quality.  Granville:  Fair  average  crop.  Iredell:  Of  unusually  fine 
quality.  Rockingham:  Greatly  improved  in  both  product  and  quality  by  late  favorable 
weather.      Transylvania  :   Scarcely  worth  reporting. 

Alabama. — Conectch:  Improving.  The  people  are  cultivating  this  crop  more  extensively, 
and  giving  it  closer  attention. 

Tennessee. — Henry:  Fair  crop.  Robertson  :  Improved  as  it  matured,  and  the  quality  is 
better  than  last  year;  housed  and  cured  in  good  condition;  about  50  per  cent,  decrease  in 
acreage  with  the  same  yield  per  acre  Smith  :  Very  little  planted  owing  to  low  price. 
Dickson :  Greatly  reduced  in  product  by  worms.  Putnam  :  Very  good ;  much  finer  yield 
than  last  year. 

Kentucky. — Cumberland:  Good  in  quality,  but  will  fall  nearly  50  per  cent,  short  in  yield. 
Meade:  Will  not  be  over  half  a  crop.  Crittenden:  Not  over  one-third  an  average  crop 
planted.      Graves  :  Cut  short  by  dry  weather. 

Ohio. — Montgomery:  Tobacco  curing  well.  Noble:  Badly  injured  by  being  flooded. 
Clcrinont :   Cut  and  housed  in  good  condition. 

Illinois. — Johnson  :  Nearer  a  failure  than  for  many  years  ;  not  as  much  planted  and  the 
quality  quite  inferior. 

Missouri. — Chariton:  About  half  crop  planted,  and  generally  housed  in  good  condition 
Phelps:  Very  fine  in  quality  and  but  slightly  injured  by  worm.  Season  very  favorable  for 
the  production  of  a  superior  staple.  Carroll :  Season  favorable  and  quality  at  least  25  per 
cent,  above  last  year,  but  low  prices  have  induced  many  farmers  to  abandon  its  culture. 

Arkansas. — Pope:  None  raised  for  market,  though  every  farmer  grows  enough  for  his 
private  use.  There  will  be  but  little  raised  next  season  as  there  is  sufficient  on  hand  for  two 
years.  Marion  :  This  is  a  fine  tobacco  region,  and  but  for  the  stringent  lav  would  be  grown 
extensively. 
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FRUIT. 

The  conditions  of  fruit  growth  during  1878  were  quite  unfavorable. 

Grapes. — The  grape  culture  of  the  Atlantic  slope  was  very  unsuccessful, 
especially  in  the  regions  of  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Bays.  Many  whole 
vineyards  in  this  section  failed  to  yield  anything  that  might  be  called  a  crop. 
In  the  South  even  the  hardy  Scuppernong  succumbed  to  adverse  climatic 
conditions  and  withheld  its  usual  abundant  product.  South  Carolina,  Florida, 
and  Texas  report  an  increased  product,  but  this  branch  of  culture  is  very 
limited  in  those  States.  All  the  States  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  report  de- 
creased products  except  Nebraska,  where  vine  culture  is  still  in  its  infancy. 
California,  however,  reports  a  greatly  increased  yield  of  her  peculiar  produc- 
tion, which  embraces  mostly  the  European  varieties  of  the  grape. 

Apples. — This  crop  shows  an  increased  yield  in  all  the  New  England  States, 
New  York,  Texas,  and  the  Pacific  States.  In  all  the  other  States  it  shows  a 
falling  off;   Missouri  reporting  less  than  half  of  last  year's  crop. 

Pears. — All  the  States  yield  less  than  last  year  except  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
and  California.  The  crop  suffered  most  severely  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  region, 
where  the  yield  ranges  from  half  to  two-thirds  of  last  year. 

Maine. — Piscataquis;  The  most  abundant  crop  of  apples  for  many  years;  for  cooking  pur- 
poses they  are  selling  for  10  cents  per  bushel. 

New  Hampshire. —  Cheshire:  Apples  in  abundance  and  of  the  best  quality. 

New  York. — Genesee:  Good  yield  of  apples  in  the  north  and  east  section  of  county,  but 
failure  in  the  south  and  west.  Rockland:  Early  indications  favorable  for  a  large  yield  of 
apples,  but  the  crop  is  slightly  below  average.  Washington:  A.11  immense  crop  of  apples; 
a  drug  in  the  market  and  selling  at  $1  per  barrel,  and  for  5  and  6  cents  per  bushel  for  cider, 
delivered  at  mill.  Wayne:  Apples  worth  only  10  cents  per  barrel  on  the  trees;  thousands  of 
barrels  being  consumed  by  stock  and  left  to  decay  in  the  orchard.  Wyoming:  Fine  crop  in 
the  eastern  part  of  county. 

New  Jersey.  —Burlington:  Very  uneven  apple  crop;  grapes  injured  and  badly  rotted. 
Camden:  Apples  almost  a  failure  in  this  county.  Warren:  Winter  apples  heavy  and  good 
quality.     A tlantic:  Grapes  rotted  badly.     Perry:   Grapes  injured  by  spring  frosts. 

Pennsylvania. — Beaver:  Yield  varies  in  sections;  general  average  small.  Monroe:  Ow- 
ing to  May  frosts  the  crop  falls  below  an  average.  Perry:  Very  small  yield,  from  the 
effects  of  spring  frosts.  Indiana:  Small  crop  of  apples  on  the  high  land;  in  the  valleys 
none.  Grapes  affected  by  spring  frosts.  Potter :  Apples  injured  by  spring  frosts  after  blos- 
soms had  opened;  do  not  think  we  have  averaged  half  a  crop.  The  trees  that  blossomed  late, 
such  as  the  Northern  Spy,  escaped  injury. 

Maryland.— Frederick:  Apples  almost  a  total  failure.  Cecil:  Good  yield  of  apples,  but 
compared  with  other  bearing  seasons  the  product  is  not  over  50. 

VIRGINIA.—  Mecklenburg:  Winter  apples  failed  to  mature  and  diopped  off  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  crop  will  prove  almost  an  entire  failure.  Lee:  Apples  abundant,  but  rotted 
early,  leaving  but  few  for  winter  use.  Augusta:  Apples  and  grapes  injured  by  frost  in  early 
part  of  season.  Highland:  Over  an  average  in  yield  though  rotting  somewhat.  Henrico: 
Grapes  a  fair  crop  of  superior  quality. 

Arkansas. — Little  River:  An  average  crop. 

TENNESSEE.— Putnam:  Only  a  medium  crop.  Blount:  Were  about  an  average,  but  have 
rotted  badly,  so  we  have  put  them  at  100.  Greene:  Good  yield  but  badly  decayed.  Henry: 
Very  few.     Robertson:  None  for  winter  on  account  of  rot.     Montgomery:  Small  crop. 

West  Virginia.— Marion :  Apples  have  the  appearance  of  not  keeping  well.     Morgan: 
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Two-thirds  of  the  crop  killed  by  frost  in  May.  Nearly  all  oLthe  grapes  killed.  Raleigh; 
All  kinds  very  abundant.  Jefferson :  The  product  of  grapes  about  70.  Braxton ;  Apples 
less  in  product,  and  poorer  in  quality  than  last  year. 

Kentucky. — Grayson:  At  least  three-fourths  of  the  winter-apple  crop  rotted  and  fell  off 
before  gathering  time.  Lewis :  An  excessive  production  of  apples,  but  mostly  affected  with 
dry  and  bitter  rot. 

Ohio. — Medina:  The  apple  crop  considerably  above  an  average,  and  a  drug  in  the  market. 
Seneca:  Apples  superabundant,  the  best  selling  at  20  cents  per  bushel.  Vinton:  Winter 
apples  have  fallen  off  prematurely  and  have  rotted  badly.  Ashland:  A  wonderful  apple  crop. 
Perry:  The  apple  crop  enormous.  Grapes  very  good  in  some  places,  in  others  an  entire 
failure.  Pears  a  small  crop,  but  quality  good.  The  peach  crop  the  largest  for  years,  but 
early  varieties  rotted  badly.  Geauga :  Apple  crop  very  abundant.  Good  winter  apples  have 
sold  at  10  cents  per  bushel  in  the  orchard,  choice  at  depot  25  cents.  Winter  fruit  will  not 
keep  as  well  as  usual.  High  winds  blew  many  off  the  trees  prematurely.  Pickaway :  A  large 
crop  of  apples,  but  many  fell  off  before  picking  time.  Grape  crop  large.  Noble :  Apples 
abundant,  but  dropped  from  the  trees  badly  and  rotting  since  gathered.  Allen:  Peaches  and 
grapes  ruined  by  frost.  Hancock :  Apple  crop  very  large,  and  best  varieties  of  winter  apples 
selling  for  50  cents  a  barrel  in  the  orchard;  thousands  of  bushels  left  to  rot  on  the  ground. 
Grapes  a  failure.  Morrow:  The  largest  crop  ever  known  in  this  section,  and  quality  above 
an  average.  The  prices  hardly  pay  for  handling  them.  Good  cider-apples  worth  only  7  cents 
per  bushel  aboard  of  the  cars. 

Michigan. — Calhoun:  Grapes  destroyed  by  frost  May  14,  except  in  a  few  places  on  very 
high  land.  Apples  suffered  from  same  cause.  Hillsdale :  The  apple  crop  has  far  surpassed 
expectations,  although  many  orchards  were  an  entire  failure.  Mason :  Apple  crop  very  poor 
on  account  of  June  frost. 

Indiana. — Hamilton:  Apples  have  rotted  worse  than  ever  before.  The  bitter  rot  seems 
to  be  getting  worse  every  year.  Wabash :  The  apple  a  full  bloom  but  not  two-thirds  of  a 
crop;  pears  still  worse.  Decatur:  Apples  rotted  on  the  trees.  Carroll:  The  apple  crop 
very  poor;  destroyed  by  late  spring  frosts.  Noble:  Some  kinds  of  apples  did  well.  Shelby: 
WTinter  apples  almost  a  failure,  on  account  of  hot  weather  in  July  and  August;  they  fell  off 
and  rotted.      Whitley :  Apples  have  never  done  better  than  this  season. 

Illinois. — Bond:  Apples  and  pears  short  from  late  frosts  and  hot  summer.  Grapes  in- 
jured by  rot.  Bureau:  Not  over  one-fourth  of  a  crop  of  apples,  and  poor  and  scabby.  Grapes 
injured  by  spring  frosts.  Clark:  Apples  and  pears  better  than  last  year,  but  yet  a  short 
crop.  A  full  crop  of  peaches.  Grapes  rotted  badly.  Hardin :  Apples  fell  off — nearly  an 
entire  failure — not  100  barrels  in  the  county.  Pike:  Apples  are  almost  a  failure.  Tazewell: 
Apples  are  very  inferior.  Union:  Apples  barren  this  year;  peaches  just  the  reverse.  Cal- 
houn :  Peaches  a  good  early  promise,  but  the  crop  an  entire  loss  on  account  of  curculio  and 
extreme  hot  weather. 

Wisconsin. —  Washington :  Locality  had  much  to  do  with  apples.  In  some  places  abun- 
dant, in  others  almost  a  failure,  owing  to  May  frosts,  which  destroyed  the  bloom.  Walworth  : 
Apples  and  grapes  light  yield  and  poor  quality. 

Minnesota. — Ramsey :  Grapes  injured  in  some  localities  by  late  spring  frosts.  Washing- 
ton ;  A  promise  of  lai-ge  crop,  but  destroyed  by  late  spring  frosts.  Goodhue:  Curtailed  by 
two  or  three  frosts  in  May. 

Iowa. — Delaware:  Apples,  grapes,  and  pears  injured  by  late  spring  frosts.  Polk  :  Grapes 
a  fine  promise,  but  were  killed  by  frost  May  12 ;  pears  killed  and  apples  injured  by  the  same 
frost.  Guthrie:  Apples  and  grapes  scarce  and  poor,  owing  to  snow-storm  and  freeze  in  May. 
Franklin  :  Apples  are  the  largest  crop  ever  raised  in  the  county ;  grapes  were  killed  by  spring 
frosts.  Jones  :  Late  frosts  ruined  the  grapes  and  plums,  and  injured  the  apples.  Sac :  Ap- 
ples all  killed  by  frost  in  the  spring ;  grapes  nearly  all  killed. 

Missouri. — Chariton  :  Apples  almost  an  entire  failure ;  peaches  about  half  a  crop  ;  grapes 
injured  by  rot.  Madison:  Apples  have  fallen  off  badly;  also  rotting  on  the  trees.  Platte: 
Apples  and  pears  almost  a  failure ;  apples  imperfect,  small,  knotty,  and  rotting  at  the  core. 
Butler:  Apples  of  good  quality,  but  the  trees  did  not  bloom  well.     Mississippi  :  Apples  all 
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rotted;  there  are  not  ten  bushels  of  good  apples  in  the  county.  Saint  Genevieve:  Grapes  a 
failure,  and  vines  mostly  grubbed  out.  Cole  :  Not  apples  enough  for  home  consumption,  and 
quality  poor:  grapes  a  failure,  except  "Norton's  Virginia."  Maries:  Apples  grew  finely 
late  in  the  season,  but  are  rotting  badly.     Pemiscot  :  Fruit  crop  almost  an  entire  failure. 

Kansas. — Atchison:  Grapes  mildewed  badly.  Douglas:  Apples  a  light  crop,  and  badly 
damaged  by  scab  and  codling  moth ;  ripened  early,  fell,  and  soon  decayed ;  peaches  a  full  crop 
and  good;  grapes  less  than  half  a  crop;  rotted  and  fell  early.  Labette:  Grapes  injured  by 
wet  summer.  Saline :  Not  many  apples*raised ;  peaches  very  plenty.  Reno:  A  few  apples 
of  excellent  quality. 

Nebraska.— Dodge:  Grapes  injured  by  late  spring  frosts.  Saunders:  A  large  increase  in 
apples  and  peaches  over  last  year,  and  quality  very  fine,  but  only  a  few  orchards  in  bearing. 

California. — Contra  Costa  :  Grapes  considerably  mildewed,  but  foreign  varieties  abun- 
dant ;  apples  and  pears  large  and  trees  overloaded.  Trinity  :  Grapes  damaged  by  mildew. 
San  Diego  :  Grapes  mildewed. 

Oregon. — Mitltno?nah  :  Not  an  average  crop;  affected  by  heavy  frosts  and  early  dry  sea- 
son, and  much  dropped  off  when  quite  small. 

■  Utah.  —  Box  Elder:  The  apple  crop  barely  produced  one-fourth  of  an  average,  owing  to  the 
codling  moth  and  other  insects.  Kane  :  Apples  better  than  ever  known,  except  in  one  local- 
ity, where  they  were  a  total  failure  from  effects  of  codling  moth;  grapes  considerably  injured 
by  a  small  fly.  Salt  Lake:  The  codling  moth  continues  to  destroy  apple  and  pear  crop. 
Tooele  :  Apple  and  grape  crop  considerably  reduced  by  late  spring  frost  and  codling  moth. 
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